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they are bad for us. And if we did a study, we could show how
many deaths occur every year because of French fries or freedom
fries, Senator Stuthman. Or how about mandating every single
big wheel rider in Nebraska to wear a helmet at whatever age.
H ead injuries could occur from riding a big wheel. Let ' s mak e
sure they wear a helmet. No, that just doesn't make sense. I
a m try i n g t o l oo k a t an i s s u e t o br i ng a b ou t s o meth in g t h a t sa y s
let 's treat motorcyclists like we treat everyone else.

SENATOR CUDABACK T i me .

SENATOR SMITH: Tn a n k yo u .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Se n a t o r By a r s .

SENATOR BYARS: Thank you, Senator Cudaback. I want to answer a
question that I didn't have anything but a p resumptive answer
f or Senato r S mi t h e a r l i e r . He ask e d a b ou t l egi s l at i on o r l aw i n
those states t hat I r e ferred to. Thos e are laws. T hese are
laws on the boo ks. It is not ju st legi slation t hat is
pay. ..that is pen ding. A lso I didn't include the District of
Columbia and Puerto Rico also require h elmet use of all
motorcycle operators and passengers. But, Senator Stuthman, I
d o wan t t o a d d r e s s yo u r qu es t i o n b e c au se I t h i n k i t ' s a
legitimate question. And it is one that I think we, as
policymakers, need to base our decisions on, and not just a
matter of where do we give personal responsibility to people,
where do we say, you have to make your own decisions, and where
is it that it costs the taxpayers of this state an inordinate
amount o f money and t h a t w e h av e t o t a ke a ct i o n ? I ' v e r ece i ved
some i n f or m a t i o n f r om Ther es a Hube r , who i s t he I n j ur y
Prevention Coordinator a t the Oma ha Trau ma Cent ers a t the
University of Nebraska Medical Center, and she gives me a web
site so we can go to that for additional information, if you
want to do that. But it's a study of the conclusions from the
cost of injuries resulting from mot orcycle c r ashes, w h ich I
think i s what you as k ed . Num be r o n e , o n ly s l i ght l y mo r e t h an
half of motorcycle crash victims have private health insurance
coverage. We know wh~t that means, the other half then become
an expense to the state. From the Family Care Giver Alliance,
again I ' ve got a web s i t e fo r you , com es t h e f o l l owi n g f ac t s
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