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support Senator B y ars' a m endment an d so forth . I found
in t e r e s t i n g a n a r t i c l e f r o m t h e New Yo r k Ti me s o f Ap r i l , the
22nd, of 2003 , talking ab out a t a xtzes. It sa ys, both the
fatality rate of motorcycle riders and actual numbers of d eaths
have risen sh arply in the last five years, and it hit their
highest levels in more than a decade, a traffic safety o fficial
s aid t o da y . Re gu l a t o r s c an n o t s ay p r e c i se l y wh at h as l e d t o t h e
r ever sa l b e ca u s e o f t h e l ac k o f f i n an c i ng n o c om p r e h e n s i v e st u d y
of motorcyc)e d eaths have been done since the 1970s. Nore and
more people are dying on motorcycles and we need to f i gure out
w hy, sa i d Ra e Ty s on , a sp o k e sm a n f o r t h e Na t i o na l Hi g hw a y
Traffic Safety Administration and a m o torcycle r ider h i mself.
The nearly 60 percent increase in death rates reverses years of
decline. Federal regulators see several potential causes. Only
20 states have laws requiring all riders to wear helmets, d own
from 47 in 1975. The medium age of riders has risen from 24 to
38 since 1980, as baby boomers start or return to riding; o lder
riders have a har der time recovering from serious injuries.
Horsepower is increasing. DaimlerChrysler is even considering
producing a smal l numb e r o f mo t o r c y c l e s t h a t t op 30 0 m i l e s an
hour. Safety programs have been cut back and drunken driving is
a perennial trouble spot. Deaths rose from 21 p er 100 million
estimated vehicle miles traveled on motorcycles in 1997 to 33.4
in 2001, compared with just 1 .3 deaths per passenger car
occupants, or according to the traffic safety agency. The rise
i n mo t o r c y c l e f a t a l i t i e s r a t e s c om e s w h i l e t h e de a t h r a t e s o f a
car and truck occupants are declining. Notorcycles are the only
major mo t o r v eh i c l e c a t e g o r y i n r e c en t y e a r s i n wh i c h d e a t h
rates have risen. W ithout doubt, the most controversy surrounds
helmet l aw s . I n 1 99 5 , Cong r e s s s t o pp e d t h r ea t e n i n g t o wi t h h o l d
f edera l h i gh w ay f i na n c i n g f r om s t a t e s wi t ho ut ma n d a t o r y h e l m e t
l aws . Si n ce t he n , f i v e s t a t e s wi t h ma n da t o r y he l ms t l aws ,
Florida, Ar kansas, Texas, Louisiana and Kentucky, have weakened
t hem, l e av i n g o n l y 2 0 s t a t e s wi t h man d a t o r y h e l m e t l a ws f o r a l l
riders. Safety researchers say they believe that only universal
l aws a r e e f f e c t i v e b e ca u se o t he r s a r e d i f f i c u l t t o e n f o r ce .
There have been a number of studies that have looked a t states
t ha t h a ve r e p e a l e d h e l me t l aws a nd t he nu m be r o f i n j u r i e s t o
motorcyclists is skyrocketing says Jane Stutts of the University
o f No r t h C ar o l i n a . Bu t ma n y d i e ha r d r i de r s v i e w h e l m e ts a s a n
i n f r i n g e ment u p o n t h e i r l i b e r t y t ha t t h r ea t en s t he v e r y s a n ct i t y
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