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that 's where the public policy issue I think really, pardon the
pun, b ut t he r ubb e r h i t s t he r oa d . Wh a t i s go o d p u b l i c pol i c y
and where is our responsibility? Where is it the responsibility
of this Legislature to start making laws that overshadow, that
overtake wh a t ' s ca l l ed ' pe r s o na l r e s p o ns i b i l i t y ?' And w e c a n ' t
forget it. Please don't forget it. We, of all people, when
we' ve been looking at a 70 0 plus million dollar hole in our
budget an d t hen we s t ar t t al k i ng abo ut pass i ng l aws t hat
irrefutably are going to cost this state millions and millions
of do l l ar s . You c a n t a k e t h e d e a t h s c l e a r o u t of i t , wh i ch I
can' t .

SENATOR VRTISKA: One minute.

SENATOR BYARS: I can't in good conscience do that, but then you
put t he f i nanc i a l p i c t u r e and t he econo mic s i n and i t ' s
j ust...it's absolutely irrefutable. I'm not go ing to g e t
star ted o n t h a t un t i l I have m y l i g ht on ag a i n , S e n a to r V r t i s ka ,
because I don't want to get started and then be interrupted, but
I w o u l d l i ke t o g i ve some ver y def i ni t e s t a t i s t i cs o n w h a t
happens when you have traumatic brain injury and when you have
head injuries that we, as a society, have to pay for. Thank
y ou, Senat o r .

SENATOR VRTISKA: Thank you, Senator Byars. Senator Smith.

S ENATOR SMI TH : Thank you, Nr . P resident and members .
Certa i n l y , I ' m no t t h e o ne wi t h t h e t i me c l o c k i n my h an d s r i g h t
now, but I refuse to let someone mischaracterize an issue. And
t hat i s t ha t I wa n t t o po i nt out an i nt er es t i ng comment on
General File that was made by a strong opponent to LB 303. And
that comment said, we, meaning the 49 lawmakers in this body,
own the roads, and we have the prerogative to, I will use the
word, dictate the behavior on those roads. Ny resp onse back
then was, no, it's the 1.7 million Nebraskans who own the roads.
It's not the 49 lawmakers here. Bu t that statement I believe
was very telling, and when I look at the issues that have come
before our body when it comes to personal decisions, I can' t
help but think how there's an effort out there to restrict a
legal behavior on private property; to restrict a legal behavior
on private property. Now that hasn't passed yet but I'm sure we
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