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people. This is trying to set state safety standards for a
h eal t h i e r Ne b r a s k a . Tha nk y o u .

SENATOR VRTISKA: Thank you, Senator Thompson. Senator Byars.

SENATOR BYARS: Thank you, Senator Vrtiska. I also had the Iowa
statistics and I think they' re very meaningful because 46 of the
50 sta t es , t he map do e s n ' t t el l you ev e r y t h i n g t h a t w a s p a s sed
out by Senator Smith; 46 of the 50 s tates hav e so m e ty p e o f
motorcycl e he l m et l eg i s l at i on . Now on l y I owa , I l l i no i s ,
Louisiana and Co l orado h av e no moto rc ycle helme t law .
Twenty-three s tates re quire h e lmet u se for all riders and
passengers, while 23 require helmets only for riders under
a ge 18 . No w I d o n ' t ha v e t h e i n f o r m a t i o n I ' d l i ke t o t o s ee i f
t hey have a s e c ondary o f f e n s e i n t ho s e 2 3 s t a t e s a l s o . But as
you look back, look at I owa, which is our neighbor, and as
Senator Thompson so aptly pointed out what has happened in I owa
as far as m otorcycle deaths are concerned relative to some of
t he o t he r s t at e s . And i t ' s mi nd - b ogg l i n g , t he n u mber o f peop l e
t hat ha ve been k i l l ed w h i l e r i d i ng m o t o r c y c l e s i n I o w a w i t h o u t
u sing helmets. I want to back up a little bi t to talk ab ou t
what some of the statistics were prior to Nebraska initiating
its motorcycle helmet law. In the mid-1980s, and I 'm going to
compare statistics from '84 to ' 88 pr i o r t o o ur he l me t l aw ,
motorcycle fatalities in Nebraska: in ' 84 , 2 5 de a d , 2 2 o f t h o se
were h e l m e t l e s s ; i n '85, 26 dead, 22 helmetless; in '86,
23 dead, all of them helmetless; in ' 87 , 3 0 d e a d , 2 8 h e l m e t l e s s ;
in 1988, 20 dead, 18 helmet less. After the helmet law was
passed, effective January 1st of 1989, the first year, 13 dead,
5 of those helmets were not properly worn. In 199 0, it' s
d ropped t o 6 deat h s; 1991, j ump e d t o 1 5, 7 o f t hos e w er e n o t
wearing he l m ets i n sp i t e of t he l aw : ' 92, 9 d e a d ; ' 93, 7 d e ad ;
'94, 11 dead. It goes on like that, in ' 95 , 6 ; ' 96 , 5 ; ' 97 , 5 ;
' 98 , 6 ; ' 99, 7, 3 with no h elmets on . I think t his i s
s ign i f i c a n t . I don ' t t hi nk t hat . . . I m e a n e ven mysel f c a n l oo k
at this and look at what happened when we put the helmet law
i nto ef f ec t . Now ar e we t ak i ng away t ha t m a g i c p e r s o na l
r espons i b i l i t y ? Ye a h , we d i d . Di d we a s a ma t t e r o f ma k i n g
g ood p o l i cy s av e l i v e s ? I t h i n k i t ' s u n d ou b t ab l e . I t h i n k t h e
e vidence can't be reputed that, yes, we did. He lm ets do work .
When we ge t into the financial picture of this, it's huge, and
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