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SENATOR VRTISKA: One minute.

SENATOR J E NSEN: ...Robert Harry, Good Samaritan Hospital,
Kearney; Lori...or Lloyd Westerbuhr, MD, Regional W est Med ical
Center , Scot t sb l u f f , Regi on 4 ; Jam e s Mc Hugh , Hea l t h Car e
Adminis t r a t o r , R e g i o n West Medi ca l C e n t e r , S c o t ts b l uf f ; Al f r edo
Ramirez, Norfolk; Ja n Sto rdahl, Star C are, B ryanLGH; Pa t
Thundercloud, PA, Indian Health Services, Winnebago. I believe
the experts when it co mes to th is issue. Those are the
hospitals, the Trauma Board, the Nebraska M edical A s sociation,
a nd a l l of t he o t her medi c a l pr ov i d e r s i n t he st a t e w h o s a y
maintai n t h e h e l me t l a w t h a t w e h a ve . I t has sav e d l i ve s . I t
has saved injuries. It has saved dollars.

SENATOR VRTISKA: T ime . Thank you, Senator Jensen. Senator
Thompson.

SENATOR THOMPSON: Tha nk you, M r . President, members o f the
body. I rise to support Senator Byars' amendment. I think it' s
very important to the enforcement of this law should it pass,
and I also rise in opposition to the underlying law. This is an
art i c l e i n t oda y ' s De s M oin es Re i s t e r . I f you l ook at t he ma p ,
Iowa, our neighbor, s one o t e s tates that has no m o torcycle
helmet law. It 's one of only three states, actually, that has
no law. And the headline said; Motorcycle Fatalities C l imb As
Riders Buck Helmet Law. M otorcycle related deaths are on the
rise in Iowa and across the country at the same time states move
away f rom t o ugher h e l met l a ws . I t ' s a l engt h y ar t i c l e and I ' m
just going to highlight what's going on in Iowa, a place without
a h e l me t l aw. Of t he 285 f at al mot o r c y c l e c r a s hes i n I ow a
between 1993 and 2002, only 28 victims wore helmets, according
to the Department of Transportation. In 10 other cases, it was
not determined if helmets were worn. A National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration report last year concluded that riders
withou t he l m e t s a r e t hr ee t i m e s more l i ke l y t o suf f er a f at a l
head injury. And we' re just talking about the people who die.
And this is Iowa, 285 fatal motorcycle crashes in this period;
only 28 victims wore helmets; and only 10 others that weren' t
i dent i f i e d . You coul d s a y maybe t h e r e w er e 3 8 . I don ' t t hi nk
we, as a state, want to put our citizens in unsafe situations,
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