
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

LB 303M ay 16, 2 0 0 3

in the corner. You jump on the bike. And if you don't blow a
stop sign, you don't get caught for speeding, you don't make an
illegal turn, you' re never going to get s topped because you
don't have that helmet on. The law says you' ve got to wear it,
but you d o n ' t ha v e t o w e a r i t i f y ou don ' t ge t s t ppe d f or
another offense. I 'm sorry , this is no l aw. Th is isn' t
e ducat i on . Th i s i sn ' t pr ot e c t i o n. Thi s i sn ' t he l pi ng us t o
save l i ve s . Th i s i sn ' t pr ev e n t i n g t h e h u g e c o s t t o a l l of us ,
as taxpayers, for those people who are injured, many of w hom
have traumatic brain i njuries for life. This, this does
nothing. At 16-years old, in order to ride my bike I might have
gone out and I would have taken the course so I'd get i t, and
I ' ' d say, heh, heh, hah, I don't have to wear that helmet. Let
them catch me. I'd throw it in the corner. What this amendment
does is i t rem oves, i t t ake s t h e s e condary la nguage out of t hi s
bill. At least if we' re going to pass a bad bill, let's make
c ertain t ha t l a w e nforcement i s g o ing t o h ave t he opp o r t un i t y ,
t he o p t i on , t or a young r i de r , who i s t h e o n l y o nes r e a l l y
covered in thi • , to r • y ou ng r i d e r , i t t hey don ' t have t hat
h elmet o n , t hey can get st op pe d a n d t he y can get t i c k e t ed .
Otherwise, we' ve just taken al l . . . we' ve )ust a d dressed • l l ot
the language, we' ve taken al l o t t h e p r o t e c t ion out t h a t h e l met •
have to otfer . S o I a s k , Mr . President and members ot the body,
to search no t on l y i n your heart hut i n your minds on whetHer
r hi • i • t r uly the type at l e g is lat ion that yau want A n d i t
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SL'hwTOIt V1T I SNA i Thank you, S enator S y ars
introduced.) T h e n ex t s peaker i • S enator Smlt l i ,

SENATOR SMITH: Thank you, Mr. President and membem s You will
• ee a handout on your desk that was in color l ast t i me, b u t i n
the i nt e r est ot s avi ng tu n ds, i t ' • i n b l ac k a nd white b ut t h e
m essage is s t i l l t her e , t h a t N ebraska i s virtually surrounded by
states w i th a l i t t l e mor e op e n mi n d w h e n i t comes t o
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