
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE L EG ISLATURE

Transcriber's Office
FLOOR DEBATE

LB 754N ay 16 , 2 00 3

fai t h , p u t t oge t h e r a pr o p o sa l a n d s u bmi t t e d i t , wa i t i n g fo r t he
r esu l t s a s some b o d y mi g h t wa i t f o r r e s u l t s i f h e o r s h e h ad
submit ted a manuscr i p t t o a pub l i sh e r , a chi l d w h o h a d s en t of f
f or one o f t ho s e s p e c i a l t hi n g s y o u g e t b y c l i pp i n g f r o m a c o mi c
b ook an d s e nd i n g i t i n , an d t h e a n t i c i p a t i o n w as t h e r e . Th en
suddenl y t h e y f ou n d ou t t ha t t h e Go v e r n o r ha d su bmi t t e d a
proposal t o o . Ou t of 3 9 s t at es t h a t h a d d o n e t h i s , N e b r a ska was
the only one where two had been submitted. The Governor pulled
the rug out from under the people. He ambushed and bushwhacked
them, maybe even broke some hearts. I'm sure that he dampened
some spirits, and maybe even disillusioned some of the citizens,
who never felt that the greatest competition would come from the
government whose r e spons i b i l i t y i t i s t o hel p t hem wher e t hey
cannot h elp themselves. In the past, people under the
Governor's Office did not send in requests for money that was
available. And as a resu lt, those funds were lost. In this
case, a g r o u p d i d t a k e s ome i n i t i at i ve , a n d t h e y wer e der a i l ed
by the Governor. A gro u p of my colleagues met with the
Governor. I was not there, so I w i ll not try to re late in
detail what w as sa id , b u t they were treated in a very shabby
manner. They were treated somewhat in the way that m isbehaving
children would be treated. They were patronized. Th~y had some
things rubbed in their face that the Governor had done and that
he would do again, like bringing in an elephant to crush out the
l i t t l e m ic e , a n d t h e n t e l l t he m , y e ah , I di d i t once a n d I ' l l do
it again, and if I had the chance I'd do this again. And I'm
going to win because I'm the Governor. That's what you hear in
t he sandbox among l i t t l e chi l dr e n o n t he p l ay g r o und , an d t hat ' s
what the bully says. So here's what this amendment would say,
with reference to money going into this Rural Development Cash
Fund. At least 75 percent of any grant funds received by the
state up to $300,000 from the United State Department of
Agriculture, even if the Governor's grant should prevail, that
money wi l l co m e f r om t he Depa r t men t o f Agr i cu l t u r e . Thi s
amendment, if adopted, would say that 75 percent of that grant
up to a maximum amount of $ 300,00 0 wou l d g o i n t o t h e Ru r a l
Development Cash Fund. B rothers and sisters, and that's what we
have to see ourselves as being today, seldom does a egislature
have an opportunity to make a comeback from an error that was
made w hi l e t r y i n g t o d o t h e r i gh t t h i n g , se e i n g t ha t wh e n t he
r ight thing was done it was misused by somebody else. We still
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