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we complete our work on the revenue package as it now stands.
We urge your consideration of this as a way of adding to the
p resent revenue bill. I would yield the rest of my time to
Senato r J e n s e n , N r . Pr e s i d e n t .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Se n a t o r J en se n .

SENATOR J E NSEN : Th an k y ou , Sen a t o r Kr u se . Yo u kn o w, w e a r e ,
again, here setting priorities. And is this a priority for you?
I s t h i s m or e i m po r t an t t h a n many o f t he cu t s t hat w e ' ve made i n
educat i on ? I s t hi s mor e i mp o r t a n t t o you t ha n t h e cu t s t ha t we
made in university spending? And I, if you look back and you
see where th e alc ohol industry, I don't know if Senator Kruse
mentioned on the other side of the sheet, where...what we h ave
done in total state revenues since 1988, where we are today.
And then what the increase in the total alcohol tax revenues
since 198 8, and it 's shameful. That 's all I can say ,
part i c u l a r l y wh e n a l c o h o l i s . . . pu t s peopl e i n pr i sons . I t
destroys homes. It cau ses abuse of both in families and in
marriage. Th e social cost is j ust t remendous. W e ' re not
earmarking any of t h is. It a ll goes into the General Fund.
C erta i n l y , I f ee l i f you saw a way t o suppo r t t he Senat o r
Chambers amendment on raising a can of beer, thxs is still less
than one cigarette. If one =igarette is 3 cents, a can of beer,
even after the raise, is l.l. I want to ask you w here your
priorities are and i s th is something that we can do to put
dollars into our General Fund that could certainly help then in
the cost of corrections, help in the health and human services
i n t h ose c o s t s , a n d i t onl y se ems t o m e t ha t i t ' s j us t i f i abl e
t hat we w o u l d d o t h i s . I t hank S e n a to r K r u s e f o r j o i ni ng a n d I
was happy t o j oi n wi t h h i m i n b r i ng i n g t h i s a m endment t o yo u . I
think it is the right thing to do. I t 's a very, very s mall
increase and it doesn't pay all of the costs that alcohol costs
t hi s s o c i e t y e a c h an d e v er y y e a r . I woul d j oi n wi t h Senat o r
Kruse in asking for adoption of this amendment. T hank you,
Nr. Pr e s i de n t .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Th a n k y o u , Se n a t o r J e n se n . Se na t o r Kr u se ,
did you wish to have your time back or were you through? He was
through. Senator Brashear, on the Kruse amendment, AN1945.

7025


