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SENATOR BRASHEAR: Thank you , Nr . President, members of the
b ody. I am go i ng t o t r y and di sc u s s s ome o f t he s e i t e m s t h a t
have come up on the floor, but I would like to direct your
a tten t i o n , i f I coul d p l ea s e , t o t he b l ue s h ee t t h a t p oi n t s o u t
we' re not talking about some little incidental amount a n d some
little incidental activity that just sometimes, occasionally
occurs i n o u r s t a t e . I f t h i s wa sn ' t a maj or par t of ou r
economy, it wouldn't raise $55 million. So it's not that we' re
going to inconvenience a few people. It' s...we are talking
about a ma j o r mat ter . Now let 's turn to Senator Stuthman's
concerns as an example. And for ease, I'm going to, instead of
u sin g h i s $ 250 project, I'm going to use his $200 project. I f
somebody does a $200 project a day, every single project for a
d i f f e r en t p e r s on , w e a l l kn o w u s i n g o l d- f a s h i o ned math t h a t t he y
are grossing $1,000 a week. And if they are grossing $1,000 a
week doing one $200 a day project for one person each day, $200
from the project times 5 days is $1,000 a week. And $1,000 a
week, if we just round it off to 50 weeks a year, is $ 50,000 .
So it's not a little operator. It's a little project but it' s
n ot a little operator. And for $50,000 worth o f inc ome, th a t
person who does small projects, can afford to get a permit and
comply w i t h t he l a w. I don ' t . . . so mebody r a i s e d t he i ssue o f f
the t a b l e , I d n ' t know t h a t t he r e i s a n y e x e mpt i o n f o r l em onade
stands. But I doubt that they are remitting sales tax and I
doubt that they are getting a permit. Bu t we do n't let the
existence of noncompliant lemonade stands affect whether or not
we do...we tax businesses, for example. And the point I want to
focus on is Senator Stuthman was talking with others, but when
we are talking $55 million, we are not talking a few operators
who occasiona l l y a ye a r do a f ew sma l l pr oj ec t s f or a f ew
people. It wouldn't raise $55 million, if that were true. It' s
simply not the fact. So if you can be in the business, whether
you' re a big operator or a small operator, if you make your
living at it, it's like being a big farmer or a small farmer.
I t ' s l i ke be i n g a m a s te r e l ec t r i c i an o r a he l p e r . I t goes a l on g
with your scheme for earning your living and doing the work,
there is so m e regulation in our society. I think that Senator
Jensen, with his illustration of th e pro ject tha t he , as a
contractor, started at $6,000 and finished at $65,000, is the
c lassi c a r g ument f o r t he r e f u n d mechanism. I f he s t ar t ed t ha t
as a $6,000 project, and I 'm making some assumptions that I
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