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d isappo i n t e d o n t h a t , bu t b e c au s e . . . I ' m co n f l i c t e d h e r e b e c au se
I b e l i ev e i n t h e s e p r ev e n t i o n p r og r ams . I s ee wha t t h ey ' r e
d oing i n t h e c om mun i t i e s . I h av e d i r e c t r e l a t i o n s h i p wi t h t h em,
and I typically don't support these types of i n creases. I' ve
never supported a ciga rette tax increase, and I just... but w e
have them, we have them and they ex ceed $2 30 million between
settlement mon ey and tax reven ue, a nd we cann ot...it' s
impossible for us, I can't believe that it's impossible fo r us
wit h t ha t t yp e o f r e ve n u e t o ca r v e ou t 6 mi l l i on b u c k s f o r a
preven t i o n pr o g r a m . Wi t h t h a t , Se r '.or Engel, I relay the r e s t
o f my t i m e b a c k t o t h e Ch a i r . Tha n ' y o u .

SENATOR ENGEL: Senator Chambers.

SENATOR CH A MBERS: Mr. President, and member s o f the
Legislature, I have not favored increasing cigarette taxes. I
h ave d on e i t . I d i d i t t h e l a s t sp e c i a l s e s s i o n b e ca u s e I wa s
c onvinced we had a crisis. If the cigarette tax is going to b e
i ncreased , i t shou l d be f or t he pur po s e o f pr e v e n t i o n , f or
d eal i n g wi t h t he p r o b l e m s c r e at ed b y c i g a r e t t e smo k i ng . I
would . . . I ' m g o i n g t o sup p o r t t h i s . The n I wi l l t r y t o r e du ce
that other c igarette tax increase by $3 million. I l istened t o
Senator Adr i an S m i t h , a yo u n g man, an d I ' m d i s a p po i n t e d i n hi m.
Usuall y i n t he young peop l e , you can l ook fo r p r og r ess i v e
thinking. For him to su ggest that it ' s all right to raise
ciga r e t t e t ax e s t o g o fo r a l l t h e s e o t h e r t h i ng s t h a t h av e
n oth i n g t o d o wi t h h ea l t h , bu t we ca n n o t r a i se i t t o f i g h t t h e
problems created by cigarette smoking is a great dis appointment
t o me . I u su a l l y do n ' t p l a y t o t h e g a l l e r i e s , b u t we ' r e t a l k i n g
about l i t e r a l l y l i f e o r d e a t h . So I wou l d su bmi t Ex h i b i t s 1
t hrough 53 in the balcony as to why we o u ght to support thi s
increase in the cigarette tax. They are the potential victims.
Don' t j u st l o o k u p t h e r e an d smi l e a t t h em . Do n ' t j u s t c lap
when t he y come i n t o t he ro om . Le t t h e m wa t c h u s , a s t h e i r
r epres e n t a t i v e s , d o som e t h i n g de s i g n e d t o p r o t e c t t h e i r he a l t h ,
d esigne d t o f i g h t on e o f t h e wo r s t r av a g e s a nd sc ou r g e s i n t h i s
society, and that is cigarette smoking. A t some po int , our
example is what we ' re going to be judged by, not what we say.
We c an a l w a ys f i n d g o o d t h i n g s t o sa y , b e au t i f u l wo r d s t o u t t e r
because i t cost s us noth ing . If w e are going to take a tax
i nc r e as e a n d p l a ce i t on t h o se w h o sm o ke , l e t i t b e f o r t he
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