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that I can to reduce smoking but I decided early o n that it ' s
probably not a good way to formulate policy...

SENATOR ENGEL: One minute.

SENATOR SMI T H : ...based on my personal habit. I don't smoke
and it would be easy to tax that other person who does smoke.
But i n l ook i ng at t he gener al pol i cy , t he pub l i c pol i c y
involved, it gets a little more difficult for me. I try not to
b ase t h i ng s o n e mo t i o n . I mag i n e i f we l o o k e d a t c i g a r e t t e t a x
p ol i c y i f o n e o f o u r c o l l e ag u e s d i e d o f l u n g c a n ce r , i f we
f ormulated p o l i c y o n l y o n t ha t , an e m o t i o na l i s su e . We ca n ' t do
that. We nee d to look at the broader ramifications of raising
t he t a x , an d I r ea l l y , r ea l l y s t r u g g l e a t a t i me l i ke t h i s
raising a tax t hat doesn't go into the General Fund where the
dollars can be used in terms of g eneral e d ucation, an d whe re
general e d u ca t i o n woul d i nc l u d e . . .

SENATOR ENGEL: T ime.

SENATOR SNITH: .. .tobacco cessation. Thank you.

SENATOR ENGEL: Senator Synowiecki.

SENATOR SYNOWIECKI: Thank you , Sen ator Engel, members. I
l isten to these arguments against the ame ndment, A N 1783, a n d
qui t e f r a n k l y I ' m u su a l l y on t ha t s i d e . I ' m u n de c i d ed b ut I am
disappointed, disappointed in the fact that the state derives an
enormous amount of revenue from cigarettes, both indirectly and
directly. The to bacco settlement monies, I'm being told, for
the next biennium this state will receive $82 million. Our tax
revenue, with t he LB 1 085 adjustments ar e pro jected to be
$156 million from cigarettes fo r a tota l, grand tot~i o f
$ 238 mi l l i o n . An d y o u ' r e t r y i n g t o t e l l me we ha v e t o g o b a c k
t o t he t i l l f or anot her 3 cent s a pack t o suppo r t some
prevention programs'? I just can't believe that; $238 million in
the next bi ennium between the settlement and tax revenues from
L B 1085 , t h e a d d i t i o na l c i g a r e t t e t ax a nd t h e p r e e x i st i n g a s
well . I t b r i n g s u s $ 2 38 mi l l i on , a nd we h a ve t o g o b a ck t o t h e
smokers again to get another 3 cents for a p revention program
t ha t i s 6 mi l l i o n b uc k s f o r t h e b i e n n i u m. I ' m r e a l l y
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