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debate on LB 1436, Senator Bohlke's bill, year 2000, that it was
kind of th e b e g i n n i n g s t ag es o f t hi s pr og r a m, an d t h e d ebate w as
not necessarily how the money would be spent but where the money
comes f r om . And I r eme mber v e ry v i v i d l y t he s t r on g o p p os i t i on
to that bill because of the source of the funds. I r ealize that
times change but I so vividly recall the very strong opposition
coming f r o m fo l ks t ha t ar e now su p p or t i n g t hi s t oda y . Even
though now we look back at LB 1436 and I think a lo t of folks
could c o ncur t h a t i t h a s b ee n some what e f f e c t i v e . I wo u l d ma y b e
not agree with all of the numbers there because I was being told
in 2001 that the number of youthful smokers was on the rise, not
the decrease. But I al so remember very vividly the first two
years I was in the Legislature when t h ere wa s a proposal to
rais e t ha t t a x wi t h o u t a n y p l a n f o r u s i ng t h o se f und s t ha t wer e
generated b y a l o t he f t i e r t a x t h a n wha t we h av e n o w . So t he n
that was followed up by a proposed increase in the tax and
certainly a more detailed plan for how to use those funds. W hen
I'm out i n t h e co mmunity a r o u nd my d i s t r i c t , one o f th e t ou g hest
questions is, what is our cigarette tax policy in Nebraska? Why
do we have the tax and where do we spend the funds? That can be
a d i f f i cu l t que s t i on t o a ns we r I mu s t sa y . And wh e n y o u l o o k a t
the tobacco settlement and really the function of those dollars
and the intended purpose of those dollars should be at tobacco
prevention first, sometimes that issue gets a l i ttle clouded.
The o n e t hi ng I ' ve appr ec i a t e d t hr ou g h i nvol v e ment i n t he
legislative organizations, is talking to some folks involved in
government, provincial government in Canada. They have a very
high cigarette tax and the member of t he government straight
north of here in Saskatchewan explained how so many people drive
to North Dakota to ob ta in c ig arettes be c ause they are more
expensive . And I k n ow t h i s i s o n l y 3 ce nt s , a nd I woul d
seriously doubt that 3 cen ts w ou ld do that much in terms of
habits. But I think Senator Janssen explained it very well when
he talked about the snowbirds p a c king u p in Texas seve ral
cartons of cig arettes that the y wou ld now purchase up here.
Then we' ve l o s t mon e y f o r o u r b u i l d i n g s , t o o . Whe n we t a l k
about the advertising an d the m ixed messages that those can
send, bu t s o me t i mes t h e t a x do l l a r s , t h e y g o t o a g r e a t pu r po s e ,
and I just struggle with increasing another tax that really does
maybe not o n l y co n t i n u e a pr og r am bu t c e r t a i n l y s t a r t s a ne w
program be c a use of t h e wa y i t ' s f u nd e d . An d I wa nt t o d o a l l
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