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SENATOR BOURNE: Than k you, Nr. President, and members. I was
going t o w a i v e o f f but I t hou g h t s i n c e o n l y S e n a to r J a n s sen and
I h a v e g o t t e n u p t o sp e a k ag a i n s t t h i s , I ' d be t " e r t a k e
advantage of this. I have no op position to the Nebraska
smoke-free program or wha tever it is ca ll ed. I do have
opposition to adding new taxes to cigarettes, or for that matter
t o a n y t h i n g . I d o n ' t . . . we need to do as minimally possible t o
our tax base in terms of increasing revenues so as to get out of
t hi s s i t u a t i o n . As g o od a s t h i s p r o g r a m ma y b e , I c a n ' t j u s t i f y
adding three additional cents to cigarettes, after we raised it
on a temporary basis a year ago 30 cents, an d we ' re going to
extend that . A t least that's wha t's in th is b il l we' re
discussing. And the Governor, again, has adv ocated fo r an
addi t i o n a l 20 c e n t s . Th a t ' s t he o n l y r e v e n u e h e ' l l sup p o r t i s
t he c o n t i n ua t i on o f t h e 30 ce n t s an d t h e n t h e ne w 2 0 ce n t t a x .
Naybe w e ' l l co me t o t h a t . I h op e n o t . Bu t my p o i n t i s , i s i f
y ou do a n o t h e r e a r m a r k , y o u ' v e l o s t s om e o p p o rt u n i t i e s t o s o l v e
the budget pr oblem . This is not the t ime to be expanding
p rograms . Th i s i s t h e t i me t o b e e l i mi n a t i n g t h e m , a s ha r d a s
t hat i s , a s d i f f i cu l t a s t h at i s . Th e a dv o ca t e s o f t h i s me a s u r e
have said tha t ...they t alk about in 1999 the smc~ing rate was
3 7 per c e n t . By 2 0 0 1 , t h e r a t e d r o p p e d t o 3 1 p e r c e n t . An d a t
the same time, as I understand it, and Senator Jensen can get up
and correct me if he wants, but I thought they stopped on the
national level the advertising to use. I thought they'd banned
t hat . Do they still have cigarette advertising in the
magazines? Y o u b e t . Do t hey ge a r t ow a rd s t h e you t h ? As I
understand it, that's part of the master settlement. They do
not do t h a t . Agai n , I am n o t say i n g t h i s i s a bad p r o g r am . I ' m
s imply s a y i n g t h a t w e c a n ' t af f or d i t . We can ' t af f or d t o
educate our kids. We can 't a fford to adequately fund K-12
education, and then we' re going to add an earmark to cigarette
tax to fund a nonsmoking or a smoking cessation program? That
doesn't make sense. Again, this very morning we eliminated a
tax that aided municipalities and that was $3 million. A 3 cent
cigarette tax is $3 m illion. Aga in, I' ll give you the list,
a nybody t ha t w a nt s i t . I can t el l you what ever y com muni t y
r ece i v e d f r om t h a t NI RF m o ne y t h a t we e l i mi n a t e d t h i s mo r n i ng .
I f w e w e r e g o i ng t o a d d a n ew t a x , I wou l d h a v e j u s t l e f t t h e
one o n t h e NI RF a l o n e . An d h ad I k n ow n , un f o r t u n a t e l y I d i dn ' t
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