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money. We did n't do that. The Governor's approach this year
was t o sugg e s t t o t he App r op r i at i o n s Commit t e e t h a t t h i s be
g eneral f u n d ed . The A p p r o p r i a ti o n s Co n rn i t t e e 's r eco nrnendat i o n
to you was to take it from the cash reserve, which is where we
put t h e c i g a r e t t e t ax m oney l a s t ye a r i n a comp romise a t t he en d
of the session. So that's what's going on here is the hope was
always t ha t t her e wou l d be enou g h i n t he t ob a cc o s e t t l e ment
i nte res t i n c ome t o b e a b l e t o f un d t hi s p r og r a m when i t s t ar t ed
running out. We got a little greedy and hopeful in trying to
k eep everybody happy with all the people who wanted a part o f
the tobacco settlement trust fund, and instead of assuring that
t hi s money would b e a v a i l a b l e f or t ha t , we k i nd of bet on t he
future and thought that we would be in a position this year, and
we a r e n ' t . Th e r e i sn ' t e no u g h m o ne y i n t h a t f u nd t o f u nd t h i s
p rogram. We' ve looked at two alternatives. This is you r las t
alternative that you can consider. These programs are working
in the state, have a lot of local support, and are based on
research-based strategies that work. They are relatively new
p rograms. You have to track them for awhile. You can argue, I
suppose, over their impact, but we do know smoking is going
down. We know that teen smoking is going down. And we' ve had
these programs in place for several years, and I think it' s
i mpor t an t w e c on t i n u e i t . We ma de t h i s co n I n i t m e n t . The p r o b l e m
i s we ' r e a t t he e l e v e n t h h o u r . A l l t h e o t h e r a l t e r na t i v e s h av e
been put out there for you. The Governor's option was put out
t here . The A p p r o p r i a t i o n s ConIni t t e e o p t i o n wa s pu t out t her e .
You no w ha v e S e na to r B r onmn's op t i o n an d i t i s a di r ec t l i nk t o
t he c i g a r e t t e i nd u s t r y a n d t h e s moker t o s a y t h a t t hi s nee d s t o
also . . . t h a t t h i s sour c e o f r eve nue i s a w a y t o p a y f or t he ver y
i mportan t p r e v e n t i o n p r o g r ams t ha t a re i n p l ac e t ar g e ~ i n g you t h
a nd t a r g et i ng p r eg n a n t w o men a n d t a r g e t i n g a ny o n e w h o i s wi l l i n g
to take the help that is offered to them to try to help stop
smoking . So wi t h t h a t , I u r g e yo u t o t ak e t h i s ap p r oa c h . I
think Senator Bromm put this out early enough that many of you
may have voted for the other...against the other approaches
because you kn e w th i s one wa s coming up. This is the last
option. This is an important program that we c o ntinue, an d I
urge you to support this amendment. Thank you.

S ENATOR ENG E L:
Senato r B o u rn e .

Thank you, Senator Thompson. Next speaker is
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