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SENATOR CUDABACK: Se n a t o r Br a sh e a r .

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: And while he goes back , I would make a
comment. I suppo r t t h i s am e ndment , I gue s s i t ' s a c ombi na t i on
of bo t h am endments, pr i ma r i l y , i n my ca s e , b ec au s e i t doe s sa ve
General Fund money. Th is .. .one of the issues tha t Sena tor
Brashear mentioned was continuing the c ounty...openings of
county courts, or hours of county court operation. T his is
something that, if I remember, saves a couple hundred thousand,
at the d i s c r e t i on o f t he cou r t . We can m andate ...cannot m a n date
them. Bu t t h e y may do t h a t a s t he y see f i t . So t her e ar e
several Gen e r al Fund sav i ng s i n her e . And s t i l l t he cour t
system should b e ab l e t o cont i nue ver y e f f i c i ent l y . The
question I'd like to ask...it's a little off the subject, but
Senator Brashear, the Public Advocacy Agency, we just had a case
where the Supreme Court overruled in a felony case of mu rder
that the private counsel was inadequate. And can the Public
Advocacy Agency help a private, or does it have to be a p ublic
defender? And can a judge order public advocacy to become
i nvolved?

SENATOR CUDABACK. Would you respond, Senator Brashear?

SENATOR BRASHEAR: Fi r s t o f a l l , t h e i nd i v i du a l d ef end a nt a l wa y s
has the right to contract for the lawyer of their choice.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: But...okay.

SENATOR BRASHEAR: Second l y, if the county has a p ub lic
defender, by whatever arrangement, contract sharing, employment,
or whatever, the judge can appoint that. If there's a conflict,
they can appoint somebody else by contract, and the judge can
appoin t . . .o n e o f t h e o p t i on s t he n i s t he Commi s s i o n o n Pu b l i c
Advocacy.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: We l l, what's going to happen here. .

SENATOR BRASHEAR: So t he r e a r e mul t i p l e op t i ons , i s wha t I ' m
trying t o s ay . I don ' t know a s I can g i ve you . . .
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