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t ha t r e su l t ed i n t h e f u r t h e r r ed u c t i o n o f T EE OSA a i d , y ou ' l l
perhaps r e c a l l t hat w e a s ked yo u t o t hi nk se r i ou s l y a b ou t i t and
c onsc i e n t i ou s l y a b ou t i t , a n d i f y ou d e c i d ed t o sup p o r t t ha t
f ur t he r r e d u c t i o n , t h a t t hat w o u l d a l s o b e a co mmitment f r o m y ou
t o s u p p or t t he ad d i t i o na l c en t h e r e . And so I wou l d j u s t
encourage y ou t o f ol l ow t hr ou g h wi t h t he t ot al i t y of t he
c oncept , wh i ch i s , i n f a c t , n o d i f f e r e n t t ha n t h e o r i g i na l
concept of LB 540, but extended by one penny. Thank you.

SPEAKER BRONN: Thank you, Senator Beutler. Senator Cudaback.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Mr . Sp eaker. m embers, I guess only a fool
never eats his crow when h e 's st arved. And I guess we ' re
starved here on this issue. So I'm going to eat some crow here.
And I re a l l y me a n t h a t . L i ke t he o l d s ay i ng say s . I s a i d I
would n e v e r ev e r v o t e f o r . . . to r a i s e t h e . . .from $1.00. I said I
would n e v e r do t ha t . The n i t wen t t o $ 1 . 04 u n d e r L B 5 4 0 . No w
i t g oes a n o t he r p e n ny . And I gue s s I ' m r at i on a l i z i n g h e r e. Why
does it go to $1.05? B ecause we' re greedy. Think what we did
to the sales tax. We all say we' re going to broaden it. We all
w ant to broaden the sales tax. It's almost funny, you know, a s
we sit he re and listen. We all want to broaden the sales tax.
But then when we broaden it, we have three or four people b ring
a measure t o b r oad e n i t , t hen w e d o n ' t l i ke i t , so we t a k e i t
back off again. We changed it and we watered down. Now there' s
hardly any water in the bucket. You know, we just ...I mean,
it's just all gone. Because we' re greedy. We all want
what . . .we don ' t wa nt wh a t ' s g o i ng t o a f f e c t u s . We d on ' t wan t
t o p ay o n r ep a i r s . I ' m a l o ng wi t h i t . We d o n ' t wan t t o p a y o n
our cars, fixing our cars up. I 'm right there too. We don ' t
want . . .really wa nt to b roaden the sales tax. I d on't think we
do. I don't really think we want to broaden it. We have an
option , you kno w, i f you wa n t t o do t he sc h oo l t h i n g . Un l ess
y ou wan t o ur sc h oo l s t o f a l l a p a r t , l i ke t h e u n i ve r s i t y mi gh t
d o . I h op e i t do e s n ' t . Bu t y ou k no w, w e cu t o u r u n i v e r s i t i e s ,
we' re cu t t i n g t h i s , we ' r e c u t t i ng t ha t . I f y ou wa n t t o see the
K through 12 fall apart, we we re just getting there with our
s tat e a i d . We we r e j u st g e t t i n g t h e r e . Ev e r y y e a r we i n c r e a s e d
i t , w ha t , 1 o r 2 p e r c en t . Now we ' re g o i n g t o f a l l b a c k . Bu t I
guess maybe we can fall the other way when things turn around.
T hese a r e t o ug h , t o u g h t i me s , I g u e s s . So I ' m g o i ng t o e a t s om e
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