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SENATOR RA IKES: Senator, very good points. It va ries.. . t h e
valuation increases vary considerably around the state, perhaps
this ye ar mor e tha n other years. You ha ve the Lincoln area,
that as you mentioned, has anticipated a sizeable increase. I
t h in k i t p r o ba b l y h a s t o d o wi t h t h e l ev e l o f e c on o m i c a c t i v i t y ,
and maybe als o th e fact that most assessors in the state were
e lec t e d l a s t y e a r , a n d I t h i nk t he s t r a t e g y i s no t t o d o t h e
v alua t i o n a d j u st m e n t u n t i l y ou ' v e . . . o r , d o t h a t t h e f i r st ye a r
after election.

SENATOR FOLEY: Right.

SENATOR RAIKES: Be that as it may, we are adding 4 or p o ssibly
5 cent s t o t h e l ev y . Th a t amo u n t o f in c r e a s e i s ce r t a i n l y r ea l .
For L i n c o l n a n d s ome o t h e r c i t i es t h a t may b e s i mi l a r l y
a f f e c t e d , i t ' s i mp o r t an t , I t h i nk , t o k e e p i n mi n d t h a t t h e
school s a r e no t o n l y l i mi t e d by t h e p r o p e r t y t ax l ev y , b u t a l s o
by spending. A nd w e are . ..even though w e ' re allowing s ome
a ddi t i o n a l l e vy au t h o r i t y , we a r e r e st r i c t i ng sp e n d i ng
a utho r i t y . Yo u ha v e sc h oo l s i n t h e st a t e . . . an d I ca n ' t t e l l y ou
d irectly; I' ll look at on .. .or, I' ll share w ith you the
i n f o r ma t i o n o n t h i s sh e e t , ex a c t l y wh e r e L i n c o l n Pu b l i c Sc h oo l s
is, or maybe other schools within the county, wh ere they are
r e l a t i v e t o t h e sp e n d i n g l i d . Bu t t h e f a c t t h a t a s ch oo l sy s t em
has additional levy authority along with higher valuations does
n ot n e c e s s a r i l y g ua r an t e e h i gh er sp en d i n g . I t . ..they still can
be restricted, and probably would be restricted by the spending
l i m i t s . I f t h a t h e l p s a t a l l .

SENATOR FOLEY: That's very helpful. Thank you, Senator Raikes.

SENATOR RA I K ES : T h a nk y ou .

SPEAKER BROMM: Tha nk you, Senator Foley an d Sen ator Ra ikes.
Senato r Beu t l e r .

SENATOR BEU T L ER: Memb e r s o f t h e Le g i s l a t u r e , I j u s t wa n t e d t o
take one second to encourage you to support the a mendment. I
feel a sma ll mea s ure of r esponsibility for what happens here
t oday , i n t h a t wh en w e p ut f o r wa r d t o y o u t he am e n dment e a r l i e r
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