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schools . We l l , unf or t u n a t e l y , i n Ne b r a ska t h a t i s be i n g sh i f t ed
back more a nd m ore to the property tax owner. I rem ember
getting an e-mail, oh, a year or so ago, from an individual in
Malcolm, madder than a wet hen, because his property was valued
at more than another specific property in town. His didn't have
a double garage. His didn't have a...shake shingles. His
didn't have this or that. And he was really upset, because he
was comparing it to a nother house. Well, I ha ppened to
r ecognize t hat ot h e r l eg a l de s c r ip t i o n o f t hat ot h e r h o u se . I t
happened to be my in-laws'. I proceeded to very courteously
t el l hi m t hat h i s pr op e r t y h a d j u s t be e n r e v a l u ed . Thi s ot he r
p ropert y was o u t s i d e t h e c i t y l i mi t s , a n d w o u l d b e r e v a l u e d n e x t
year. And then he would be happy because that property tax
would be higher than his. Then I proceeded to ask him how many
c hildren he had. Two. I then asked him how much he p aid in
property taxes . He to l d me . Wasn't even close to paying the
educational costs of his two children.

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR HUDKINS: So here...the rural population.. . and I k no w
the r e s t o f yo u ar e g e t t i n g awf u l l y s i ck ab ou t he a r i n g a b ou t ,
the rural population is in such bad shape. And we are. B ecause
ther e ' s n o c r o p . I d o n ' t mi n d p a y i n g i n co me t ax e s . Tha t mea n s
t ha t I ma de i n c om e. Bu t I ha ve t o p a y t h e p r op e r t y t ax e s
whether w e d r o w n o u t , f r e e z e ou t , d r y o u t , o r wh e t h e r t ha t co w
h as a ca l f o r n o t . So I ' m j u st v e n t i ng . I j u s t t ho u g h t y ou ' d
l i k e t o k n o w . Th a nk y ou .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Hudkins. Senator Maxwell.

SENATOR MAXWELL: Tha nk you, Mr. President. I w ill supp ort
LB 540, in wha tever f orm it emerges today. But I will not
suppor t a d d i n g a n ot h e r p e n ny t o t h e l o ca l l e vy l i d . I
u nders t a n d t h a t t h i s i s c o nn e c t e d t o t h e ame n dment y e st e r d a y
t hat c ut K - 1 2 s t a t e a i d by $ 16 mi l l i on . Bu t I d i dn ' t v ot e f o r
t ha t a me n d ment . I t cu t e du ca t i o n wi t h o ut so l v i ng t h e bu dg e t
p rob l em , s o I d i d n ' t v o t e f o r i t . And t he r e f o r e , I d o n ' t f e e l
b ound t o v o t e f o r t h i s r i g h t now . Th e ma i n f o cu s o f my s c ho o l
f i n a nc e p l a n h a s b e e n sh i f t i n g aw a y f r om p r op e r t y t ax f o r K - 12
funding. And this, of course, takes us in the other direction.
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