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SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Vrtiska. Senator Hudkins,
followed by Senators Maxwell, Louden, Jones, and Foley.

SENATOR HUDKINS: Thank you, Mr. President, members of the body.
This p ar t i cu l a r am e n dment m o s t l i ke l y wi l l b e r e t u r n ed t o Se l e c t
Pi le . I t mo st l i k e l y wi l l b e a cc ep t e d a n d a d v a n c e d. Bu t
u nfo r t u n a t e l y , o r f o r t u n a t e l y , i t wi l l ha v e t o be d on e wi t h o u t
my vote. I understand why this is being done. I understand all
of the ra m ifications about it. I still don't lik~ it. I' ll
t e l l y ou wh y . Ov e r t h e n o on ho u r , I wa s i n f o r m e d t h~ t h e r e wa s
an executive order that directed Department of Health and Human
Serv i c e s t o cu t $ 1 . 8 mi l l i o n f r om L an c a s t e r Ma n o r , wh i c i i i s t h e
county-run nursing home, roughly 300 beds, I'm not sure. There
was n o i np u t , n o d i sc u s s i o n , no a dv a n c e w a rn i n g . I t wa s j u s t
done. Now, how is Lancaster Manor supposed to take care o f th e
individuals in that faci lity? They are , for the most
part...well, obviously they' re elderly. But for the most p a rt,
they a r e qu i t e l ow - i n co me . No p r o b l e m , j u s t ra i se t h e p r o pe r t y
t axes . I ' m g e t t i ng a l i t t l e s i c k o f wh a t e v e r t h i n g we d o , we
raise the p roperty t a xes . State aid was cut to schools. No
problem, raise the property taxes. State aid was cut to cities.
No pr o b l e m , t h e m a y o r ha d a c a l l - i n sh o w t h i s n oo n , sa y i n g t h a t
because o f cer tain things in the infrastructure of the city of
Lincoln, property taxes would most likely go up. Same thing in
t he county . I f you t al k t o yo u r sp e c i f i c cou n t y s u p e r v i s o r s , or
county commissioners, they' re hearing the same thing. They are
expected to do more and more with less and less. And that' s
okay. We all need to be more and more efficient. The property
tax situation...let's say we go from $1.04 to $1.05. Now , if
you a re l i v i ng . . . a n d l et ' s j u st p i ck so me numbers . . . in a h o u se ,
$200,000, t h a t a d d it i on a l pe n ny , i f m y m a t h i s cor r ec t , i s go i ng
t o c o s t y o u a n a d d i t i o na l $ 1 00 . No p r ob l em . Bu t I ' m s i t t i ng
o ut t her e on a f arm. Bas e d u pon t h e p r o p e r t y val u a t i o n s o f m y
farm, t h a t ad d i t i ona l pe n ny i s goi n g t o cos t me an add i t i onal
$1,000. Again , no prob lem . If I don ' t like it, sell it.
Somebody else will be more than happy to pay t hat property
taxes. Am I se l fish? S u re, I suppose. But I don't think I'm
a ny mor e se l f i sh t ha n t h o s e w h o ha v e s t o o d o n t h e f l o o r a nd
said , we do n ' t wan t a n i n c om e t a x i n c r e a s e . Th e co n st i t u t i on
s ays t h a t we sho u l d p r o v i de f o r t h e s up p o r t o f t he co mmo n
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