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charge, and saying, even though we didn't want to raise our
levies, you' re going to do it...you' re going to allow us...our
school board to do it anyway?

SENATOR CUDABACK: Senator Raikes, would you respond?

SENATOR RAIKES: I t ' s a f a i r p o i n t , Se na t o r . Bu t ke e p i n mi n d ,
it is still a decision of the local school board.

SENATOR VRTISKA: I understand that.

SENATOR RAIKES : Now , if you ' ve got a vo ter group that is
opposed t o t h e a c t i on s o f t h e l o c a l s ch o o l b oa r d , t ha t i s a
l oca l i s su e . I a ssu me t h ey ca n g e t t h a t r e so l v ed t h r ou g h
elections and so on. The other thing is, keep in mind the
h is t o r y . We ' v e b ee n n ow a t a $1 . 00 m a x imu m l e v y , I t h i nk f o r
two years? Or three'? We were at $1.10. We went now dow n to
$1.00...or, we' re now at $1.00. This is...I don't think anybody
i s de n y i n g t h i s i s bac k t r a c k i n g . Th i s i s som e t h i n g w e ' d r e a l l y
rather no t h a v e t o d o. But t he cur r e n t f i sc al s i t ua t i on d e mands
i t . We ' r e n o t go i n g b a c k t o $1 . 10 . We ' r e g oi ng . . . i f t he
amendment i s ado pted, w e 'd be going to $1.05. And as Senator
Bromm pointed o u t , ho p e f u l l y i n t he ne a r f u t u r e w e coul d agai n
return to the $1.00 that we currently are.

SENATOR VRT I SKA : I u nd e r s t a n d t h a t . An d I ap p r e c i a t e i t . And
by the way, I'm going to support this, simply because, as you
i ndica t ed , I don ' t t h i nk w e' v e go t a l ot o f choi c e . The onl y
point I'm trying to make is, the school district that I'm
talking about are in r ural areas where the economy has been
terrible, as you probably...well, maybe you don't know. But
down where I c ome from, finances on the farm are pretty bad.
And I t h i n k t h a t ' s why t h e s e w e re t u r n ed d o wn , t he f a c t t h a t
people didn't think they could afford at this particular time.
They' re kind of like we are up here. They want those services,
b ut t he y ' r e not sur e h o w t h e y wan t t o p a y f or t he m . And t ho s e
people say, why couldn't we use sales tax, inccme tax, all other
k ind o f t ax e s ? I t ' s st i l l t a x e s . Bu t t h e p o i n t I ' m t r y i n g t o
m ake i s , I under s t a n d t h e s e p e op l e ' s f r u s t r at i o n, be c a use t h e y
said no when they asked to override in the community, and now we
as a Legislature have said, yes, you can r a ise ta xes lo cally.
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