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1 percent additional budget growth. T hey have the option of
using unused budget authority. They have the option of
i nte r l o ca l a g r e ements , w h i c h f a l l out s i d e t he bu dg e t l i d , t he
restricted spending. And th ey also have additional spending
authority that may be given them if they are a lo w-spending
school. So all of those things would allow them to increase
their budget above and beyond the 0 percent, if you will. But
even the 0 percent does not mean that spending has to be reduced
as compared to the previous year. T here's not a mandat~ that
t ha t b e d o n e . No w, ce r t a i n l y , i f a s ch o o l . . . a l o ca l sc ho o l
board examines their situation and decides that's what they want
t o d o , t h ey ce r t a i n l y c ou l d d o t h a t . Bu t we a t t he . . . i n t h e
Legis l a t u r e , w o u l d n o t b e r eq u i r i n g t h e m t o d o t hat .

SENATOR STUTHMAN: Okay. T h ank you. T h at..

SENATOR CUDABACK: T i me .

SENATOR STUTHMAN:
you.

SENATOR CUDABACK: T hank you, Senator Stuthman. Senator Stuhr,
f o l l owed by Senat or s E ngel , L o u den , an d V r t i sk a , on t he mo t i on
to return. Senator Stuhr.

SENATOR STUHR : Thank y ou , Mr . President and members of the
body. I support the motion to return to Select File. A s many
o f yo u, i t was not an ea s y t hi n g t o do yes t e r day t o vo t e f or
those reductions to education, not only higher education, but
a lso K t hr o u g h 12. I do f ee l t hat gi v i ng t he a u t h o r i t y , t he
extra c e n t , as w e v o t e d o n y e s t e r d ay , w i l l he l p t hose schoo l s
t ha t n ee d i t . L a st y e a r , I b e l i e v e ab o ut h a l f o f t h e sc ho o l s
tried to make up that difference in the state aid that was lost.
And we don't kn ow. Becau s e every school si tuation is a
different situation. A s a n ag producer, of course this will a
shift. Or if you are a homeowner, this will be a shift. B ut I
th in k i t ' s i mp o r t a n t t h a t we do p r o v i d e an op p o r t u n i t y fo r t h o s e
s chool s t o ma i n t a i n a s mu ch qu a l i t y a s t h e y ca n . And I wi l l
turn t h e re s t o f my t i me b a ck t o Se n a t o r Ra i k e s , i f he wa n t s t o
make some additional comments. Thank you.

. fa i r l y we l l an swe r s my qu e s t i o n . T ha n k
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