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1 percent additional budget growth. They have the option of

using unused budget authority. They have the option of
interlocal agreements, which fall outside the budget 1id, the
restricted spending. And they also have additional spending
authority that may be given them if they are a 1low-spending
school. So all of those things would allow them to increase
their budget above and beyond the 0 percent, if you will. But

even the 0 percent does not mean that spending has to be reduced
as compared to the previous year. There's not a mandat~ that
that be done. Now, certainly, if a school...a 1local school
board examines their situation and decides that's what they want
to do, they certainly could do that. But we at the...in the
Legislature, would not be requiring them to do that.

SENATOR STUTHMAN: Okay. Thank you. That...
SENATOR CUDABACK: Time.

SENATOR STUTHMAN: ...fairly well answers my question. Thank
you.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Stuthman. Senator Stuhr,
followed by Senators Engel, Louden, and Vrtiska, on the motion
to return. Senator Stuhr.

SENATOR STUHR: Thank you, Mr. President and members of the
body. I support the motion to return to Select File. As many
of you, it was not an easy thing to do yesterday to vote for
those reductions to education, not only higher education, but

also K through 12. I do feel that giving the authority, the
extra cent, as we voted on yesterday, will help those schools
that need it. Last year, I believe about half of the schools
tried to make up that difference in the state aid that was lost.
And we don't know. Because every school situation 1is a
different situation. As an ag producer, of course this will a

shift. Or if you are a homeowner, this will be a shift. But 1
think it's important that we do provide an opportunity for those
schools to maintain as much quality as they can. And 1 will
turn the rest of my time back to Senator Raikes, if he wants to
make some additional comments. Thank you.
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