
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

LB 320M ay 15 , 2 0 0 3

represented on the floor several times, a part of the entirety
of this package was that the judges would forego the salary
increase that apparently other employees are going to get, and
t hi s was al l a pa r t of i t . Now, of cou r se , we ar e
compromising...further compromising the issue. So I don't have
an intention t o reve rse co urse . The dir ect answer to your
quest i on , S e na to r R a i k e s , i s , yes , t he n e t t ake - h ome p a y of a
j udge w i l l dec r ea s e . That k i nd o f v i sua l l y and act ual l y
demonstrates what we were all trying to discuss in terms of
detr iment ve r s us b e n e f i t . I s t hat r espo n s i v e t o you r qu e s t i o n ?

SENATOR RAIKES: Th at is responsive, Senator, and I would direct
t hat sa m e que s t i o n t o S e n a to r B e u t le r . I ' m und e r s t a n d i n g t h a t
because there will be no increase in salary and because there
will be a inc reased contribution to the retirement plan and no
r ecognizabl e i mmedia te , a t l eas t , benef i t s i n t he r et i r em e n t
p lan t hat ac t ua l l y t hi s w o u l d b e a n e t r ed u c t i o n i n sa l ar i es of
j udges . I s t hat yo ur un d e r s t a n d i n g . . . i n t he t ake - h ome pay , I ' l l
s ay that , o f j udge s . I s t hat your under s t a n d i ng , Sen a t o r
Beut l e r ?

SPEAKER BROMM: Senator Beutler.

SENATOR BEUTLER: I think it works out that way, yes.

SENATOR RAIKES: A r e y o u c om fo r t ab l e wi t h t h a t , Sen a t o r Be u t l er ?
Y ou handed out s ome t h i n g s t h a t . . . i s t hat go i n g t o p ut j udg e s a t
a competitive disadvantage, I' ll call it, in Nebraska compared
to o t he r s t at e s a s fa r a s t hei r com pensat i o n ?

SENATOR BEUTLER: Se na t o r , I d on ' t t h i n k s o . I n I ov a , f o r
example, the e mployee contribution is 4 percent, and the
employer contribution is 5.75 percent.

SENATOR RAIKES: So you' re making a comp arison in term s of
cont r i b u t i o n s t o a r e t i r eme n t p l a n . Wh a t a b ou t i n t e r ms o f t h e
tota l com p en s a t i o n , s a l a r y a nd f r i n g e o r ex t r a b e ne f i t s a n d s o
on?

SPEAKER BROMM: One minute.
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