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scary, wouldn't it? I do share some of the same concerns that
Senator Beutler has, and I appreciate what I just heard from
Senator Chambers as a potential way to move through this. I
t hink i t i s essen t i a l t hat w e a s a s t at e ho l d u p t our end of
t he s h o r t f a l l , wh i ch i s ov e r $7 0 0 , 0 00 . I t h i n k we n e e d t o b e
committed t o f i gur i n g o u t a w a y t ha t , as t he l eg i s l at i ve s i de of
t hi s b ody w i t h t he o v e r s i g h t of t hei r pl an , t o en s u r e t h a t i t i s
actuar i a l l y soun d . I do have t he r ese r v a t i o n s t h o ugh about
adding t h at b e ne f i t i n t h i s t i me , an d I t h i nk t ha t we d o n e ed t o
be care f u l , a n d I do bel i e v e t h a t t he R e ti r e ment Commit te e does
have bills or a b i ll that is in comnittee that is in place to
p roduce t h e d e s i r e d r e su l t a t t h e en d o f t h i s i n t e r i m i n o r d e r
f or u s t o be ab l e t o gi ve a ben e f i t ne xt ye a r ba s e d u pon t h e
deci s i o n s t h a t we ha v e t o ma k e t h i s y e a r . So I d o h av e some
concerns ab o u t doi ng t he e n h anced bene f i t s at t h i s t i m e. I do
n ot ignore the reality that we need to figure out a way, as a
state, to co m e up w ith the money to close the gap and to make
t he f und b a l a n ce , a n d s o I ' m w i l l i ng t o do t hat . But I do
apprec i a t e wh a t I ' v e h e a r d . I ' l l co n t i nu e t o l i s t e n . An d I
a lso apprec i a t e S e na to r B e u t l e r wi l l i ng t o b r i ng t hi s di scu s s i o n
to us today so we can further discuss it and come up with what I
b el i eve i s a f ai r com p romise i n t hi s s i t uat i o n . Tha n k y o u .

S PEAKER BROMM: Thank you, Senator Erdman. Senato r "hambers,
followed by Senator Stuhr and Senator Raikes.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: M r . Speaker and members of the Legislature,
an amendment is being drafted and I wi ll s ign it, Senator
Beutler will sig n it , Senator Stuhr will sign it, and Senator
B rashear will sign it, so that you will know all of us are o n
board and none of the issues that need to be addressed will be
completel y d on e away w i t h . We ' r e g o i n g t o ad d r e s s a l l of t hose
issues, but the main one before us right now that needs to be
handled is that shortfall. The bill will do that, and I 'm not
g oing t o t a k e a n y mo r e . . . w e l l , m a ybe I ne e d t o t a l k a l i t t l e b i t
because we' ve got to let the amendment be drafted. But since
other lights are on, Mr. Speaker, Mr. Speaker,...

SPEAKER BROMM: Ye s .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: . you d i d s ay o t h e r l i gh t s a r e o n ?
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