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left, I would yield it to Senator Chambers.

SPEAKER BROMM: Thank you, Senator Connealy. Senator Chambers,
you have 3 minutes and 45 s econds.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Thank you, Senator Connealy, and thank you,
Mr. Speaker. M embers of the Legislature, this is the form that
the bi l l wi l l ta ke . The t wo enhan c ements wi l l go away ­ -the
spousal be n e f i t and t he ea r l y r et i r eme n t . T he i ncr eas e d
contributions by the judges will remain. T he $4 f ee increase
will remain, and that fee is on court filings, so you know what
f ee I ' m t a l k i n g about . The s p ousal benef i t w a s no t t o k i ck i n
until ' 05. . . 2 00 5 an y way, so by r emo v in g i t and t he ear l y
retirement we simplify what we' re doing here. The deficit, the
shortfa l l , howev e r you want t o descr i be i t , t h i s g ap i s wh a t
we' re going to co n c en t r a te o n f i l l i ng wi t h t hi s bi l l by hav i ng
the judges kick in a bit more. The $4 fee remains in place. We
will have more than the amount that's necessary to fund the form
of t he b i l l th a t wi l l r e su l t . B ut whe n w e ge t t o t he spou s a l
benefit aspect of it, it will not be necessary at that t i me to
add a fe e i n c r e ase to an y t h i ng . Ther e wi l l be som e money there ,
the j udg e s ' con t r i b u t i o n , p l u s $ 1 of th a t $4 wh i ch wi l l r e ma i n
in p l a c e . So wh a t , i n e f f e c t , wi l l h ap p e n i s t ha t t he j udge s
will contribute, the $4 fee will contribute, other things will
go away. Senator Stuhr and her committee and individuals on
that co mni t t e e ha v e been ve r y he l p f u l t o me i n ar r i v i n g a t an
understanding of where we are. Senato r Beu t ler's amendment
created t h e oppor t un i t y f or the b i l l t o ta ke a f or m w hich I
think is more appropriate at this point. S e nator Brashear has
discussed wh a t I ' v e t al ke d t o yo u ab o ut wi t h p eo p le w ho need to
have that message gotten through to them. So I believe we h ave
an arrangement at t h i s poi nt . And I appr ec i a t e Se n ator C onnealy
g iv i n g me t ho s e mi n u t e s , a n d m y l i g h t i s o n i n c a se I t hi nk o f
anything else I ought to add, but I' ll answer any questions that
you want to put to me. T h ank you, Mr. Speaker.

SPEAKER BROMM: Thank you, Senator Chambers. Senator Erdman.

SENATOR ERDMAN: Thank you , M r . S peaker, m e mbers o f the
Legislature. I also rise to discuss this as a member of the
Revenue. . .or Re t i r e me nt Co m mit t e e . Go sh , t h a t wou l d ha v e bee n
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