
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CL ERK OF THE L E G ISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

L B 3 2 0M ay 15 , 2 00 3

2 percent from the employee and the additional court fees, just
to t a k e ca r e o f t h e d e f i c i t p r o b l e m.

SENATOR McDONALD: Okay . Now i n order to fund these enhanced
benef i t s , whe r e ' s t h a t mon e y co m i n g f r o m '7

SENATOR BEUTLER: That money would.. .wel l , I gu e ss y o u c an s ay
it this way. The en hanced contribution was already there, so
t he new money t ha t was pu t i nt o t he b i l l by t he Br ashe a r
amendment wa s $1 of cou r t fee, which is about $400,000. But
that doesn't nearly cover the benefits that will be paid as soon
as these things kick in.

SENATOR McDONALD: Okay, and that's my c o ncern, b e cause w e' re
actually adding more benefits and down the road are we going to
have to continue to make the plan whole again? You know, these
a re i ssu e s t h a t I t h i nk t h a t we n e ed t o t h i nk ab o u t . I f we ' r e
n ot f u n d i n g i t at t hi s poi nt and t he m a r ke t d o e s n ' t t ur n a r oun d
a t some po in t i n t i me t o f un d t h e e n h anced bene f i t s , w e ' r e g o i n g
t o h av e t o co n t i n u e t o p u t mo n e y i n . I ' m g o i n g t o co n t i n u e t o
listen to the debate. Thank you.

SPEAKER BROMM: T hank you, Senator McDonald. Senator Brashear.

SENATOR BRASHEAR: M r . Speaker, members o f the body , I wa s
trying to fo l low, a nd also deal with other things, but follow
t he dialogue between Senator McDonald and Senator B eutler, a n d
t o t he ex t ent t hat I be l i eve I hea r d s o meth i n g d i f f e r e n t t han
what I u nd e r s t a n d , I wa n t t o c l a r i f y i t . Th e n t h ey c an r e sp on d
on t he i r own t i me . I wou l d c on t e n d t ha t t h i s i s no t t h e
c ommit t e e a m endment. I t h a s b ee n m o di f i ed . The j u d g e s a r e
b ein g r equ i r e d u n d e r wh a t ' s . ..under the bill, as it's presently
c onst i t u t e d b e f o r e y o u , wh i c h i s a f t e r t h e a me nd m en t t h a t I
o f f e r e d o n Ge n e r a l Fi l e t h a t y ou a do p t e d . Th e j u dg e s a r e
required to beg i n an imm e diate t o tal inc rease in their
contribution. It goes from 6 percent to 8 percent for what
w e' ve denoted as active judges, which doesn't make sen se, but
anyway that's w hat it's called during the 20-year period. A nd
for those who are beyond the 20-year p eriod, the cont ribution
immedia t e l y g o e s f r om 0 t o 4 p e r ce n t . So th e r e i s a n i mme d i a t e
increase in contribution that aggregates $400,000 o f inc reased
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