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SENATOR CUDABACK: T ime. Th ank you, Senator Brashear. Sena tor
Stuhr, followed by Senator Beutler, Chambers, Brashear, and
Bourne. Se n a t o r S tu h r .

SENATOR STUHR: Tha nk you, Mr. President a nd memb ers o f the
body. Y es, this is a very complex issue and I want to go over,
and you did receive a handout again that was also handed out in
our previous discussion on General File to help clarify a little
bi t on whe r e w e p r esen t l y ar e i n r egar ds t o t he j udges '
retirement bill and what was passed on the first round. I also
want to make it v ery clear that I am supporting the Brashear
amendment. This was a compromise that Senator B rashear an d I
worked o u t , b u t I d o no t s pe a k f o r my co m m i tt e e m e mber s i n t he
fact that I' ve tried to update them, as we' ve gone along in the
process, as we' ve tried to work out this compromise. And if you
would refer to your white sheet that has my initials on it, I
would like to go through and bring you up to date where we are.
Right now, member contribution is 6 percent. What we are
proposing t o d o i s t o in c r eas e th at t o 8 per cen t fo r t hose
judges that serve 20 y ears or under. P resently, we have no
contribution rate for those judges serving over 20 years. W hat
w e are p r o pos in g i s an ad d i t i on a l 4 per c e n t f or t ho s e j ud g es , s o
w e have added t ha t a mount . Ou r p r o p o sa l i n t he co mmi t t e e was t o
p hase t h i s i n . Wh a t t h e a me n dment d i d t h a t we p a s s e d l a st t i me
was tha t we w i l l st ar t t ha t cont r i bu t i o n i m media t e l y. That wi l l
be two hundred and...estimating $292,000 the first year. The
second year, since we' ll have a full year, that will bring in
$389,000. We had proposed an increase of $3, raising it to $4.
The amendment that we passed last time will raise that to $5.
That w i l l br i ng i n an es t i m a t e d $ 1 . 7 m i l l i on t he f i r st year , and
$1.7 million the second year. So with th e i ncreases in
compensation and the increases in court costs, we are estimating
that it will bring forth then about $2 million the first year,
t he second year a b ou t $ 2 . 1 m il l i on . Now i f we l ook t o t he
benefits, there was some compromises that were made in the fact
that we looked at the 50 percent joint a nd su r vivor be nefit.
The compromise is that we w ould delay that for two years, to
2005. You will see $700, 000 in each of those categories for the
f i r s t ye a r and t h e s e co n d ye a r . Th a t i s wh a t we ha v e t o c a l l
a ccrua l c o s t s , b u t i n r e a l i t y we wi l l n o t be p ay i ng t h a t o u t
dur in g t h e ne x t t wo y e a r s , s o we ' l l b e ab l e t o bu i l d some
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