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f und t h i s . Whe t he r we d o t h i s t h r ou g h f e e s , a s a dv oc a t e d i n t h e
b il l as i t i s bef o r e y o u , o r G e n e ra l F u n d a p p r op r i a t i o n , w e h a v e
t o f u nd i t . So t h en t he i ss u e b e co m e s . . . tha t ' s o ne t h i ng we
have to do. Then the issue becomes, do we actually increase the
b enef i t s? And ag a i n , I t h i nk , d on ' t wan t t o pu t wo r d s i n
Senator Beutler's mouth, but I think that's what he is objecting
t o , i s t he e n ha n c e d b e n e f i t . . .

SENATOR CUDABACK : T i me .

SENATOR BOURNE : . . .component o f t h i s b i l l .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Th a n k y o u , Se n a t o r Bo u r n e . Se n a t o r Br a s h e a r ,
followed by Senator Stuhr and others.

SENATOR BRASHEAR: Thank you , Nr . President, members of the
body. I'm going to back up and have some of the discussion that
we had . . .thank you. I'm going to back up and have some o f the
discussion which we had on Ge neral File with regard to this
matter. I'm not trying to repeat. I'm sor r y th a t there is
upset, obviously, anywhere, but I'm going to go back over the
same things that we said on General File because really nothing
has changed, s o let 's back up. T here are all kinds of things
t hat ma y a p p e a r o ne w a y, b u t l et ' s t r y a n d e x p l a i n t h em , a nd i t
may t ak e so m e t i m e. We ' v e a l l . . .we' ve had a judges' retirement
p rogram for a very long time. We have made p e riodic an d ve r y
spaced Ge n e r a l Fun d co n t r i bu t i o n s t o i t , b u t l e t ' s pu t t h a t i n
perspective. And the last one is a g ood example . The last
Genera l Fu n d co n t r i b u t i o n t o j u dg e s ' r e t i r em e n t w as i n 1 9 96 a n d
it was $121, 000. Now the deficiency, as it's been presented to
us, t h at we h a d t o d e a l wi t h was we h a ve a n ac t u a r i a l st u d y t h a t
says that t he fund is approximately $726,000, or $750,000 in
round numbers, underfunded. But as I descr ibed to you on
Genera l Fi l e , a s we mo v e f o r wa r d t r y i ng t o de a l wi t h t h a t
def i c i t i s su e , we we r e r e l i ab l y i n f o r m e d a s w e c l o se d i n o n i t
i n t h e l a st we e k o f n e g o t i a t i on s , t r y i ng t o r e s o l v e a l l t h i s ,
t hat t he f u n d w as $ 1 . 5 mi l l i o n u n de r f u n d e d , a nd I d i s cu s s e d t h a t
on General File. And Senator Stuhr will either c orrect m e or
affirm the thi ngs I'm saying, to the extent you' re interested.
And Senator Bourne and Senator Chambers are right, retirement is
an excee d i n g l y com p l e x i ss u e . I t ' s n o t t he f i r s t t i me we ' v e h a d
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