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w el l ?

SENATOR BEUTLER: The cou rt fees were raised both to fund the
problem that you just described, as well as to fund. . .

SENATOR BOURNE: An enhanced benefit.

SENATOR BEUTLER: .. .the enhanced benefit.

SENATOR BOURNE: And you' re getting ahead of m e, bu t what we
have here, la dies and gentlemen of the Legislature, we have an
obl i g a t i on t o f u n d t h e un d e r f u nd e d po r t i on o f t h e j u dg e s '
r et i r e m en t p l a n . We h av e t h a t o b l i g a t i o n . So we e i t he r f u n d
that through a General Fund appropriation or we fund it t h r ough
fees that Se nator Br ashear has advocated for here. So again,
I 'm t o s ep a r a t e t h i s i ss u e i n t o t wo c omp o n e n t s . Th e f i r st
c omponent i s , i s t h a t t h e p l an i s un d e r f u n d e d a n d w e t he s t at e
h ave an ob l i g a t i o n t o f und i t , so w e d o t h at t hr ou g h i nc r ea s e d
f ees or Genera l F u n d a p p r o p r i a t i o n s o r so met h in g o f t hat nat ur e .
I t h a s t o b e d o ne . So t h en t h e o t h e r c om p o nen t o f t h e b i l l , a s
it is before you, is an enhanced benefit. And, Senator Beutler,
this is what your objection...objecting to basically. You ' re
n ot ob j ec t i ng t o ou r f undi n g t h e u n f u n ded o r u n d e r f u n ded p l a n .
I s t h a t a cc u r a t e ?

SENATOR BEUTLER: That's right.

SENATOR BOURNE: Okay. B u t you are objecting to , and thr ough
b oth o f y ou r ame n d m e nt s t h i s i s my u n de r s t a n d i n g , y ou ' r e
o bjec t i n g t o t h e i n c r ea s e d b e n e f i t t ha t t h e j u dg e s wi l l r e c e i v e
u nder t h e b i l l a s i t no w s t an d s .

SENATOR BEUTLER: That's right.

SENATOR BOURNE: Okay. A n d could you help us out as to what the
i nc r e a sed b e n e f i t i s ? I . . .

SENATOR BEUTLER: The inc reased benefit had two aspects. One
w as an e a r l y r e t i r em e n t a sp e c t t ha t wo u l d a l l o w e a r l y r e t i r em e n t
under better circumstances at age 62, and this i s for a p lan
t ha t y ou o n l y h a v e t o b e i n t e n y e a r s i n o r d e r t o b e f u l l y
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