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you check in, please? T hank you. And Senator Landis. Sena tor
Thompson, you may continue your closing. A nd your time is
r ol l i n g .

SENATOR THOMPSON: Okay . Than k you . Th is amen dment is a
10 percen t cu t . Thi s was my o r i g i n a l t ho u g h t. I t houg h t m aybe
a 5 percent cut would be more palatable, but apparently th body
prefers to vote on a 10 percent cut. E ven with a 10 percent
cut, the Department of Roads will have a higher budget this year
than they did in the last biennium. Even with a 10 percent cut
t o t h i s p a rt i cu l a r f un d w i t h i n t he D e p a r t ment o f R o a ds , t hey ' l l
s t i l l have m o r e money t h a n t h e y d i d l a st yea r . I can ' t j us t i f y
t ha t t o t h e ed u c a t o r s i n my d i s t r i ct . I c an ' t j u s t i f y t h a t t o
the people who serve the poor and the disabled in the state. I
c an' t j u s t i f y t h a t t o e v e r y o t h e r f u n d t h a t t o ok a cu t t h i s
year. Everyone else. Some of these people don't have big
lobbying interests to come down here and talk to us. So we have
to speak for them. The people who won't have help from...with
t hei r hear i ng i mpa i r m ent s and t hei r t r ans l at i o ns and t he i r
ass stance that they need. People who are blind, who are not
going to have help. People who are disabled, who aren't going
to have the help they used to have. People who are going to be
on waiting lists because we cut their programs, and so now a
waiting list has to start up again. I can't believe we aren' t
wi l l i ng t o s ch e d u l e a f e w r o a d p r o j e c t s i n a d i f f e r e n t ma n n e r i n
order to balance this budget. We' ve asked everyone else to do
that. This sector should help. Now, maybe it's just me. Maybe
I feel more responsibility to all the issues facing the state.
And I don't mean that in a negative way. I guess maybe I
d istribute my interests a little wider, and I'm a little mor e
wil l i n g t o l ook t o ever y sec t o r , and r oa d s i sn ' t one t h a t I
consider a s a c r e d co w t h a t ca n ' t b e t ou c h ed . I t h i nk i t ' s a
shame. I t h i nk i t ' s a sha me t h a t w e w o n ' t l oo k t o t hi s ar ea f or
a little help with this budget problem. We' ve asked everyone
else to sacrifice. And some of them protested, and they got the
sacrifice anyway. Other people came to our committee and said,
we' re wi l l i ng t o hel p . We kn o w t h i s i s a pr ob l e m . I t ' s goi ng
to cause a problem for us, it's going to cause a problem to the
people w e se r v e . Bu t we ' r e w i l l i ng t o hel p . Th i s i s a sec t or
t ha t s a i d , n o . I t h i nk i t ' s on l y f a i r t o a sk e v e r y o ne i n t h i s
budget cr i s i s t o h e l p . I u n d e r st an d a l l y ou r a r gu m e n t s . I ma d e
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