
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CL ERK OF THE L EG ISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

LB 408M ay 14 , 2 0 0 3

b ad. You have t o dr i v e i n t he pas s i n g l a n e i f you do n ' t w a n t
your car to vibrate all over the road. The traffic is so heavy
for t hem t w o l a ne s t ha t i t ' s j u s t d e a t h l y . I mea n , I h av e mo r e
t ens io n wi t h t h a t t ha n a l mo s t a ny t h i n g t h a t I do t h r o u gh o u t t h e
day down here i n t he L e g is l a t u r e . And t hat cos t s l ot s a nd l ot s
and lots of m ill ions of dollars. A nd that's what that trust
f und i s f o r . Le t me c l o s e w i t h t h i s . We ' v e b een h e a r i n g s i nce
t he be g i n n i n g o f sess i o n, t he t ax shi f t . And I see , i f we do
a nyth i n g t o t a ke o u t o f t h i s t r u s t f u n d , Hi g h w a y Tr u s t Fu n d , a
tax shift. Whether we' re...it's just like going back to the
s chool s a n d sa y i n g , we ' r e cu t t i ng y o u , a nd t h e n t h ey r a i s e
property tax. In her e , we take the trust fund, and they' ll
raise the gas tax. And they don't need ou r per mission t o do
t hat , p e o p l e . I see i t as a t ax sh i f t . Thank yo u .

SENATOR CUDABACK: T ha n k y o u , Se na t o r Ped e r s e n . Se n a t o r Ba k e r .

SENATOR BAKER : T hank you, Mr. President, members. I want to
r emind people o nce a g a i n , t hi s i s a cash f un d. Ther e ' s a b i g
difference between this...what we' re talking about here, a cash
f und pai d b y t h e u s e r s , a n d Genera l F un d f u n ds . Bi g d i f f e r en c e .
This was set up...and I don't begrudge anyone else, if you want
t o t r y and set up an edu c a t i o na l t r u s t f un d . That wou l d b e
f ine . Pa i d f or by t he use r s . I t h i nk i t wou l d b e pr et t y h i gh ,
but , you kno w, set i t up . At l eas t i t cou l d f un d pa r t of ,
maybe, the cost of higher education. People want to know what
the perception is out in western Nebraska, what our priorities
are. A n d I ha v e t o ' .e l l you , o ur pr i or i t y i s goi ng t o b e good
roads before th e un i versity. T hat ' s just a fact. I'm not
making that up. You ask any person out in western Nebraska, or
most any person, certainly a majority of people are going to
say, are you more concerned about maintaining highways in good
c ondi t i o n s and cons t r u c t i o n o f bet t er h i gh ways and b r i d g es ; o r
are you more concerned about the university? And I'm sorry, in
t hat c ase t h e u n i v e r s i t y i s go i n g t o co me i n s e c ond p l a c e . I t ' s
just a fact, when you' re out there 300 miles from Lincoln or
Omaha. I 'm going to briefly go over...and I' ve had several
questions from senators. I f you...if people are interested in
i t , t h i s t h r e e . . .or, threefold handout, has the funding source
for the Highway Trust Fund. Motor fuel taxes is a big part of
it. There's the base of 10.5 cents. And I apologize for thi s.
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