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That fund was robbed. We had to come b ack th i s ye ar bec ause
they were short, and raise the user fees. I don't think it' s
been right. I' ve seen also a lot of shifts, that we are really
not making cuts, we' re just shifting from one source of revenue
to another, which does not really constitute a c it. And I think
t his is the same thing. Even though the sales iax m ight com e
from automobiles, it's still a user fee, because automobiles are
the ones that use the roads. So it's a user fee, because it' s
either the gas tax...the variable gas t ax , or the automobile
sale s t ax . I d i d su pp o r t t h e t r a n s f e r o f t h e mo n e y f r o m t h e
Highway Trust Fund to the amount that was generated because of
the i n cr ea s e i n t h e sa l e s t ax . I d i d n o t l i k e t o do t ha t ve r y
w ell, but I felt it wa s money th a t was not designated f o r
t ha t . . . t h a t t h ey d i d n o t k n ow t ha t t h ey we r e go i n g t o g e t . I t
was ext r a money, an d i t w as a p p r o p r i a t e . I have a l ' t t l e t own
in my district, Genoa, Nebraska, that a highway goes through
their town. And they were on the five-year plan for about eight
or n i n e y e a r s , n e v e r g e tt i ng i t don e . And t hey ca l l ed me and
wondered why in the world, after five years...and they'd been on
t he f i ve -y e a r p l an f or t hi s t i me . . . t ha t t her e ' s no t been
improvement s t o t h e r o ad s . I t h i n k i t ' s ve r y ne c e s sa r y . I
t hink m a yb e t he r eas o n t h a t o u r t ax e s f o r h i gh ways a r e h i g h e r ,
because we have a lot of mi les of roads compared to o ur
p opula t i o n . A l o t of t he m o ney i s sp e n t i n O maha . A n d w e a r e
expanding the...we' re doing some work on the i nterstate now
because of all the traffic there. But also, outstate Nebraska
has many miles of roads that 's very necessary. I am a firm
believer that w e have to k eep up, whether it's buildings, or
roads, or whatever it is. If we don't keep it up to date, it' s
going to cost more money in the long run. And I think roads
would be another one of these that would be the same thing. I
don't think the roads are the same thing as many of the other
p rograms that have grown so dramatically. If we think o f
Nedicaid and education, many things have grown. It's why we' re
i n t h e p r ob l em . . . i n t h e s i t u a t i o n we a r e . Ou r Ro a ds Dep a r t m e n t
h as no t g r o w n a b o u t t h e s am e a s w h a t t h e co st o f l i v i ng i n c r ea se
has been . They have been very conservative. I think if they
r eally wanted to go out and do a lot more o n roads, we cou l d
raise the gas tax more, because I think there still needs to be
done on our roads. And I would be very opposed to taking any of
this money that I think was designated for that purpose. It ' s
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