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T rus t Fu n d g oe s t o k e ep i n g me o u t o f a sno wd r i f t du r i ng t he
summer.. during the win tertime. Thes e roads are important to
outs t a t e N e b r a s k a. The y ar e i mp o r t a n t t o t h e t r a n sp o r t a t i on
industry of Neb raska. They are important directly to a good
many o f u s , a n d i n d i r e c t l y t o a l l o f u s . Th e De p a r t me nt o f
Roads Trust Fund is some thing that was set up with a plan in
mind . No t a s a c o w t o b e mi l ke d , b u t as a wa y o f p r o v i d i ng t he
economic sustenance t hat feeds us all. And I would submit to
y ou, l a d i e s a n d g e n t l em en , t h a t t h i s i s a n u nwi s e , v e r y , v e r y
short-term view. And I wou ld close by reminding you of what
Lord Keynes said. Someone said, but Lord Keynes, what about the
l ong r u n ? He wa s a n e co n o m i s t a t B r e t o n W o o d s. He sa i d , oh , i n
the l o n g r u n , we ' re a l l d e ad . I wo u l d l i k e t o b e a l i v e t o s ee
some of these roads finished that connect Nebraskans with one
a nother, and sustain the economy of this state. And I urge yo u
to vote against the Thompson amendment. Thank you.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Tyson. Mr . Clerk, item.

CLERK: Mr . President, Senator Thompson would move to amend her
amendment. (FA1361, Legislative Journal page 1819.)

SENATOR CUDABACK: Senator Thompson to open on your amendment to
y our a mendment .

SENATOR THOMPSON: Tha nk you, M r . President, members o f the
body. The amendment which I have put up cuts this in half. And
I ' ll be d i stributing s hortly th e num bers fo r t hat . Bu t
essent i a l l y , i f you l ook at t he gol d e n ro d p i e c e o f pape r , j us t
d iv id e t ho se num b er s i n t wo . Thi s woul d be a cut of
$16.9 million per year, or a total on the balance of...on the
s tat e bu dg e t , o f $ 3 3 . 8 mi l l i on . Se n a t o r Br o m m a s ke d me w ha t m y
purpose was. My purpose is to make another cut in the budget.
If someone at som e other...this is just part of the big total
t hat we ' re d o i n g t o t r y t o get t her e . I f som e o ne . . .I don ' t hav e
any intention of putting any amendments up to restore funds.
But i f so mebody e l s e d oe s and want s t o pu l l ba c k a b i l l on Fi nal
R eading , t hat ' s you r choi c e . I ' m not d i r ec t i ng h o w t h i s go e s .
This is a cut. It's like a cut to every other agency in s tate
g overnment . An d n ow, wi t h t h i s ame n d ment , i t ' s a p r e t t y mod e s t
cu't. But it gets us closer to closing the gap, a nd i t g e t s u s
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