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to have an amendment up here to drop this to a 5 per cent cut .
And I' ve heard tha t mes sage, an d I 'm goin g to take it to
5 percent. So you can look at about half of this amount, wh ich
would be abou t $18 million a year for two years, out of over
$300 million. And this isn't much compared to what we' ve done
to everyone e l se. And someone said , well, you know, must
be...why do we have to even deal with it; it's a c ash funded
agency. Wel l , wouldn't it be nice to have everything cash
funded? Be lucky enough to have an agency ..to manage an agency
t hat's cash funded? I did that one time. And let me tell y o u ,
it's a whole lot easier...

S ENATOR CUDABACK: T i m e.

SENATOR THOM PS O N : ...than coming over to Appropriations and
asking for General Fund.

SENATOR CUDABACK: T hank you, Senator Thompson. Senator Tyson.

SENATOR TYSON: Thank you, Mr. President, members of th e body .
I rise i n opposition to Senator Thompson's amendment. I think
that t h e l ong - t e r m e f f e c t s of i t f or b i d u s t o v ot e fo r i t .
Nebraska ha s pro bably s ome of the poorest soil in the United
States on which to b u ild ro ads. We have com n only se veral
thousand f e e t . . .pardon me, several thousand p o unds per foot.
You can't build a road on it. You have to go down, compact,
build back u p . A nd these are expensive roads to build. A nd
when you pull out large sums of money, as this does, you del ay
p roje ct s t ha t a r e of e ve n l ong - t e r m d u r a t i o n w' t ho u t t ha t . I f
you look at any of the highways that are in the proce ss o f
complet i o n n ow, 81 be i ng a c a se i n po i nt , ex pe n s i v e , a n d s l ow t o
come. I was at a dedication several years ago. I t hink it was
t he l a s t o r se c ond - t o- l a st t i me I saw Se na t or Conn i e Day ,
because she ha d been instrumental, about 12 years before. . .and
this was before she was a senator in this body. . . i n wo r k i n g f o r
Highway 81. Highways in this state are 10-12-year projects.
When you d i s t u r b t h e f l o w o f t h a t p r o ce s s , y ou s l ow e v e r y t h i n g
d own, a n d y o u h a ve l on g - t e r m e f f e c t s o n i t Th a t ' s i t em n um b e r
one. Item number two. Senator Baker, who is th e Cha irman o f
the Tr a n sp o r t a t i on Com m i tt e e , pas s ed th i s out . And I di d ne t
know the n umber b e f o r e t h a t . Bu t 1 5 p e r ce n t o f t h e Hi g hwa y
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