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transfers to balance over the last year. Th is year, De partment
of Insurance Cash Fund, Department of Motor Vehicles Cash Fund,
Charitable Gaming O p erations Fund , the Tobac c o Produ cts
Adminis t r a t i v e C a s h F u nd , t he M o t o r Ve h i c l e Li ce n s i n g B o a r d . We
a lso di d t he I nf or m a ti o n Te c hn o l og y I n f r a st r u c t u r e F u nd , a nd
Unclaimed Property Fun d. We are tak ing funds tha t were
dedicated all ove r the place. W e' ve been referring to them as
cookie ja r s . Bu t th ey ' r e no d i f f e r e n t t h a n t h e Hi ghwa y Ca s h
Fund. They were all raised from users, perhaps, and others
who.. .we t o o k p e o p l e wh o we r e l i ce n s i n g f o r pr o f e s s i ons . I f
there's a lit tle b it o f mon ey buildup in those professional
funds, we t o o k i t . We ' v e t a k e n e v e r y b o dy ' s bu t t he i r s . Se na t or
Bromm said tha t th i s is goi n g to se t us back w ith our
infrastructure. Well, I 'm telling you, we are set back so far
with our infrastructure, with w hat we have done in terms of o u r
own c api t a l co n s t r u c t i o n ne e ds , t he bu i l di ng o f our own
buil d i n gs , t he ef f o r t s t h a t we nee d t o ma ke i n t e r ms o f
education and hea lth a n d human services, and those structural
infrastructure pieces. We aren't able to afford everything, and
we' re just asking everyone to share. Sena t or Baker sa i d the
Department o f Roads had come in and they laid off all sorts of
people and they were able to make b ett er us e o f the funds .
Well, my argument would be, then they found the money to do more
with hi gh way co n s t r u c t i on , be c au s e t he y ar e n ' t p ay i ng em p l o y e e s
anymore, for whatever purposes that they were there. Now, maybe
they' re using those private contracts that some other sen ators
worry a bou t . But l e t ' s j u s t s ay t he y l a i d o f f emp l oy e e s ;
they' re more ef f i c i e n t . Th e n t h i s mo ne y we n t t o r oa ds . So t he y
should h ave more mo n ey t o p u t i n t o t h i s t ha n t h ey di d l e s s . I
don' t kno w w hat th e y ' re do i n g wi t h t h at mon e y , b u t i t wou l d se em
to me th at if they have made that efficiency, then this isn' t
even a drop in terms of construction. T his should be just e v e n
for t wo y e a r s . I t i s n ' t fa i r to a l l t h e ot h e r f u nds . . . a n d we
had dozens of them here...that have been taken from other...

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

S ENATOR THOMPSON : ...user groups. It ' s not fair. I don ' t
think we' re breaking any faith. I t hink this is a problem that
we have th a t pe o p l e u nd e r s t a n d . An d we ' r e ju s t a sk i ng t o de l a y
a c ouple o f y e ar s a f e w pr o j e c t s . That ' s a l l i t i s . I 'm goi ng
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