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SENATOR LOUDEN: Thank you , Nr. President and members of the
body. I t oo wou l d oppo se t h i s ame n dment. The w ay I unde r s t a nd
it, it would be a 10 perc ent cut . An d it 's to the Roads
operation Cash Fund. And Senator Thompson went through this one
list of here, the safety. And that's on there. And part of
t hat , y o u g o t t o r e m ember , a r e . . . i f we s t a r t wor k i n g a n d c u t our
operat i o n s a nd th a t so r t o f t h i ng , t he f i r st t hi ng we kno w , a r e
we going t o pa i n t t he e d g e o f t he r oa d s ? That ' s t he . .one of
the big safety factors we have. W hat about in the wintertime,
ploughing snow? You get storms. Ar e you going to run snow
crews out t hr o ugh th e n i g h t t h r ou g h t he v a r i o us hour s t o hun t up
people t ha t a r e pr ob a b l y s t r an d e d o u t o n t h e ro ads ? Al l o f
these are safety factors, and all of t hese cost a lot of m oney
to operate . No t ju s t our cons t r u c t i o n pa r t , but j ust pl ai n l y t o
operate the roads, the equipment, and the manpower to take care
of t h i s t h i ng i n t he r oa d s . Dow n h e r e i n t h i s end of t he s t a t e ,
and probabl y w h i l e w e' re si t t i ng her e in s i d e t h i s Cha mb e r , y ou
don't consider it. But I' ve seen some of the winters when the
state would only plough s now four day s a week beca use the y
d idn't have enough money to operate seven days a week on it. I n
the meantime, w hy , w e ei ther had ice, or something else quite
thick o n t h e r oa d s th a t d i d n ' t ge t pl ou g he d o f f . As f a r a s a n
economic driver, it i s. It ' s an economic driver. If we don' t
have transportation, we don't get any eco nomic d ev elopment in
our a r ea s . Tha t ' s p r ob a b l y o n e o f t h e t hr ee ma j o r pa r t s of
economic development, is transportation. If ... right now, the
trucking industry is probably the biggest that industry has ever
been s i nc e ma n made a mu l e . I f you don ' t b e l i ev e i t , why , i t ' s
supposed t o be . . . Pi n e Bl u f f s , Wy o m i n g i s su p p os e d t o ha ve 1 , 4 0 0
trucks a da y go do wn I n t e r s t at e 8 0 p a st i t . A nd i f y ou ' v e ev e r
saw them st opped in a st o r m , wh y I c ou l d b e l i ev e ev e r y b i t of
it. So we have to have our highway system. We have to take
care of it. It's something that's been funded by itself all the
time . We ha v e n ' t ha d t o g o ou t an d f i n d f u n d s f o r i t l i k e we
have s o m e of t h e o t h e r p ar t s o f t he f e de r a l . . .of ou r s t a t e
government. I stand by my s ta tement, wh en Senator Sch rock's
amendment was, that this is something that works, and if it' s
working, why try to fix it? I th ink we ' re still wa iting in
a reas . Ou r h i ghw a y . . .our He a r t l a n d Hi g h w ay i n t h e we s t e r n e nd
of Nebraska isn't nearly completed yet. In fac t, some o f the
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