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perhaps others, these projects are let and paid for over perhaps
three years. And if you remove a given amount of money, you
d o. . . i t d oe s h av e a mu l t i p l e e f f e ct , i n t e r ms o f wha t y ou c an
l et f o r pr o j ec t s . I n 198 8 , w e h a d a n e e d s t u d y t h a t r esu l t e d i n
some l e g i s l at i o n . And we f ol l ow e d t hat l eg i s l at i on t o t he
e xten t t h a t i t d e a l t wi t h co m p le t i n g t h e r e h ab i l i t a t i o n o f t he
i n t e r s t at e , ac c e l e r a t i ng co mp l e t i o n o f c e r t a i n h i g hwa y s ,
developing an expressway system, an d res urfacing an d pav ing
e xi s t i ng r o a d s . Now , we ' v e t r i ed t o f o l l o w t h a t . Bu t we ' ve
been unable to keep up with the time lines, because w e' ve not
h ad t h e p o l i t i c a l c o u r a g e , I g ue s s , t o r a i se t h e f u e l t ax t h a t
would have to be r a ised, o ther than the variable tax , the
constant tax . S o therefore, we have fallen behind, as we would
expect, because we just haven't taken care of ou r ob l igations.
But we ' ve had a lot more stable fu n d bec ause o f the
i mplement a t i o n o f t he va r i ab l e t ax , t h a n mo s t o t h e r s t a t e s . We
have b e e n ver y p r ude n t a b ou t m a i n t a i n i n g t h e i nt eg r i t y of t he
f und. A n d I t hi nk t hat i s t o t he c r ed i t o f t he s t at e . That i s
the kind of state we are. That's why we don' t, as a state, go
i nt o g r e a t d e b t a n d h a ve g r e at b o nd i s su i n g ca p a bi l i t i e s . Th a t
would be i ncons i s t e n t , I t h i nk , wi t h t he k i nd o f s t a t e w e a re .
I think to disrupt this system would really set this state back
i n t er m s o f w h er e we ' re g o i n g w i t h o u r i n f r ast r u c t u r e . I t h i nk
i t ' s t er r i b l y i m p o r t a n t t h at we do t hi s ot her l ane bet we e n
Lincoln and Omaha.

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SPEAKER BROMN : The traffic problem there is terrific. The
safety i s a con s i d e r a t i o n . We h a v e many ot h er pr oj ec t s goi ng
that I think are going to result in improving the economy in
certain parts of the state, not just because of the jobs of the
construction, but the fact that good roads lead to g ood
business, and they lead to people wanting to live and work where
t hey can have g ood t r a n s po r t a t i o n t o a n d f r om t he p l ace s t hat
t hey w a n t t o go . So i t ' s har d t me a s ur e t h e i m p ac t o f go i n g i n
a nd d i s r u p t i n g t h i s sy s t e m. Bu t I t h i n k i t wo u l d n o t be wi se .
I t h i nk we ar e wi t hi n r an g e o f bei n g a b l e t o p ut t hi v bud g e t
t oge t h e r . An d I d o n ' t h a ve t i me , b u t I ' d b e i n t e r e s t e d i n . . . i f
I mi s se d i t , I a p o l og i ze . Bu t I ' d b e i n t e r e s t e d i n k n o wi n g w h a t
Senator Thom pso n pr opo s e s t o do i f we di d i n j ec t t h i s
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