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the nation. You know, so we' re the highest there also. So you
know, we are spending a lot of money . But we are also
c ol l e c t i ng a l o t o f mon e y . I n t h i s l e a f l e t t ha t y ou p a s s e d o u t ,
a nd some o f t h e o t h e r i n f o r ma t i on t ha t I g o t , t h a t 4 2 0 j c b s
would be lost for every $10 million of less spending for road
construction. So tha t...those 67-68 million dollars would
equate t o a b ou t 2 , 9 0 0 j o b s t h a t w o u l d b e l o st p e r yea r . Thi s i s
a real impact. This is an economic impact. We' re trying to
raise money, and we' re laying off people. I have a real problem
with t h at . Wh e n w e ' re l a y i n g p eo p l e o f f , we ne e d t o t r y t o
develop more jobs for people. We need to create jobs. If we' re
lay ing t he se peop l e o f f , what ar e t he y g o i n g t o do ' ? Th e y ' r e
going to be on unemployment, and they' re going to probably leave
the state. And these are the things that we don't want. But
those ar e t h e c omme n t s t h a t I h a v e . An d I wi l l co n t i n u e t o
l i s t en . But I am ve ry s t r ong l y oppo s e d t o t h i s amen dment .
Thank y o u . I ' l l r e t u r n t he b a l a n ce o f my t i me t o t he Ch a i r .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Tha nk you, Senator Stuthman. Senator Bromm
on the Thompson amendment.

SPEAKER BROMM: Thank you, Mr. President. A nd certainly t h i nk
that this is a very , ve r y se r ious pr oposal. And S enator
Thompson, I know that you' re just trying to do e verything you
can to solve our problem. And I do appreciate and respect that.
I t h i n k , i f we wer e to cons i d e r doi n g so m eth ing l i ke t h i s , we
would need to remind ourselves how we got to where we are with
respect to the Roads Department. S ome years ago, we were in
some disarray in that department. W e were ha ving lots of
var i a t i o n i n what w a s a v a i l a b l e . I t was m u ch more p o l i t i cal l y
driven , i n t er ms o f our dec i s i ons . And t he Leg i s l at ur e ,
certainly under Senator Warner's leadership, developed, I think,
a system that is r eally tops as far as states in the entire
country. We are, by the way, the ninth-highest in g as tax in
the nation, and twenty-seventh, generally, on the average price
per gallon at the pump. But we are ninth-highest in gas tax in
t he n a t i o n , Sen a t o r Tho mps on . Ta k i ng $ 33 mi l l i on a t a sh o t o u t
of the area where Senator Thompson is proposing to take it,
which is k i n d of the end area after the variable tax has gone
in, and so forth, is going to be a terrific impact on our roa ds
construction projects. As Senato r Baker pointed out, and
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