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SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Tha t 's the money from whence...it came from
that fund. And the idea was, with the pressure we' re seeing for
additional roads, especially in the populated areas, we have
felt that if there was money, that's what it was...that's what
t he ga s t ax w as c o l l e c t e d f o r . I f t h e y c o u l d u se i t , i t c o u l d
expand the b u i l d i n g p r o g r am . I f not , i t wou l d avo i d r a i s i n g t he
variable tax rate, if that was to come up. As you know, that' s
done every...that's looked at every quarter.

S ENATOR BOURNE: Okay. S o again...I mean, just...I guess I ' m
embarrassed to admit, but I re ally believed that there were
Genera l F u n d m o n i e s t h a t we n t t o t h e Dep a r t m en t o f Ro ad s . I n n o
capacity, administration, building of any roads, an ything
whatsoever, the re are no Genera l Fu n d mon ies tha t are
appropr i a t e d t o t he D e p a r t ment o f R o a ds?

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: That's true.

SENATOR BOURNE: Oka y . Thank you, Senator Wehrbein. I was
going t o get up and say t hat I t h i nk t ha t S e n a t o r T h ompson's
a mendment , I t h i n k , r e a ch e s a l i t t l e b i t t oo d ee p . No o f f e n se ,
Senator Thompson, bu t I think $38 million is a little bit too
much. An d a g a i n , q u i t e h on e s t l y , I wa s t h i nk i n g t h a t a n
appropr i a t e numb e r mi ght be t he $6 mi l l i o n t ha t I ha d
r ecommended , s i mp l y be c a u s e I b e l i ev e d t h a t t h a t wa s a n
appropriation that was not being used by the Department of Roads
for a particular project. B u t...and again I'm embarrassed to
admit, Senator Mines, that I find out now that there really are
no General Funds being appropriated to the Department of Roads.
So I ' m g oi ng t o cont i nue t o l i s t en t o t he debat e . My
inclination is, is that this is a little bit too deep of a cut
to the Department of Roads, $38 million each year. But I want
to continue to listen. Thank you.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Bourne. Senator Stuthman,
fo l l owed by Senato r B r omm.

SENATOR STUTHMAN: Thank you , Mr. Speaker and members of the
body. I t oo woul d l i ke t o get a l i t t l e bi t mo r e o f a
clarification. And I do re alize that there's no General Fund
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