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take money out of the Highway Trust Fund, we' re going to delay
those projects. And yo u have to remember, the Highway Trust
Fund is paid for by the users. T his is not...this is a cash
f unded s i t uat i o n . You buy a ga l l on of f uel at t he s t or e . . . at
the station, you pay the tax, it goes to highways. You pay the
sales tax on your vehicle, it goes to the highways, the biggest
p ar t o f i t . Of co u r se , a s Se n a t o r Th om p s o n h a s p o i n t ed o u t ,
i t ' s sp l i t b e t we e n t h e co un t i e s , mu n i c i pa l i t i e s • an d t h e
Departmen t o f Roa d s . So , a no t he r i s su e . . .o r , f a c t I mi g h t p o i n t
out to Senator Schrock, dealing with Game and Parks and
recreation roads, there is money goes out of the Highway Trust
Fund to the Recreation Road Fund. That 's also f u nded out o f
t h i s . So i f y o u ' l l l o o k a t t h e s ch em a t i c h e r e on . . . i n s i d e o f
t he t r i - f o l d h an d ou t , t h e Neb r a sk a su r f a c e t r a n sp o r t a t i o n
f i n a n c i n g . . . I ' m n o t g o i n g t o g o o v e r t h a t ; i t ' s a r a t he r
complicated formula.. .but you can see w ha t funds the H ig hway
Trust Fund, where the money goes, in percentages. And you have
to r e a l i ze , i f yo u l oo k u p t h e r e a t t he f un d i ng , t h e se a r e
funded by the users. A nd w hen Senator Warner set this up, he
put t h at wo r d t r u s t ' i n th e r e . An d I d o n ' t kn o w wh a t p e o p l e
d on' t u n de r s t a n d a b o u t t h e Hi g hw a y T r u s t Fu n d . I t i s f u nd e d b y
users o f ro a d s . I t ' s n o t a Gen e r a l Fu n d i s su e . I f we d o no t
cont i n u e t o ma i n t a i n an d b u i l d r o a d s , we ' re g o i n g t o ge t f u r t he r
behind. We have a $7.5 billion backlog in requests. Th at goes
b ack to the interchange at Kearney that's b een requested, t h e
gravel highways, s tate hi ghways, that we'd like to see paved,
the expressways, and so on, et cetera. We have a lot of n e eds.
I t ' s no t l i k e we ' re c aug h t u p . So I o bv i o u s l y a m g o i ng t o s t an d
in opposition to Senator Thompson's amendment. We cannot afford
to take this money out of this fund. W e'd be breaking the trust
o f t h e p eo p l e w h o p ay i nt o i t .

SENATOR CUDABACK : One m in ut e .

SENATOR BAKER : We ha v e t o . . .we s i mp l y ha v e t o d i s c i p l i n e
ourselves in this case. I t's not General Fund money. It ' s
money paid by the users to a very important product in the state
t ha t h e l p s e c on om i c d ev e l o p me nt . I t ' s e sp e c i a l l y i mp o r t a n t t o
us. And I guess I shouldn't say m ore imp ortant t o us than
highways are to e astern Nebraska. But we have great, long
distances to travel. At night they have to be safe, and so o n.
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