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l ost. But think about it. I guess this is the sacred cow. I
guess we don ' t touch it . Bu t I don 't understand the
j us t i f i ca t i on . Th a nk y ou f o r y o u r t i me .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Schrock. We' re discussing
AN1849, o f f e r e d b y Se na t o r Th o m p son t o LB 4 0 8 . Se n a t o r Ba k e r ,
followed by Senator Bourne and eight others. Senator Baker.

SENATOR BAKER: Thank you, Senator Cudaback and members o f the
L egis l a t u r e . I ' m t r y i ng t o cal m d own a l i t t l e b i t her e f r om t h e
first couple speakers. I' ll try and lower the temp a little bit
h ere , s l o w i t d o wn a l i t t l e b i t . Se n a t o r We h r b e i n m a d e s o me
i nte res t i n g p o i n t s t her e . Roa d s h a s b e come much more e f f i c i ent
on their own, without a 1 0 percent cut. They have c ut
employees. T hey' ve cut a hundred and...it depends; I think,
today, maybe 150 employees in the l ast...since our current
director came in. T hey' ve cut those employees. The y' ve not
been r e p la c ed. I f you ' l l r e f e r t o t h i s han d ou t h e r e o n t he
state...or, surface transportation financing, there's a g raph
back there tha t wi l l sh ow that drop in employees. The more
i n t e r e s t i n g p a r t o f i t t o me sh o ws t h e Hi g h way Ca sh Fu nd
b alance . T he r e ' s t i me s whe n i t ' s do wn t o a l mo s t z e r o . I t ' s
been down to $3 million. By the nature of the business, they
let contracts; the first year is 20 percent of the contract cost
figure goes ou t, the sec ond ye ar 65 percent, the third year
15 percent. That's just the rotation of contracts. T hey come
due a n d t h e y a r e b ui l t . . .o r , t he y ' r e l e t , and s o o n, et cet er a .
So they progress. These are long-term projects. So if we take
$30 mi l l i o n out now, we ' r e go i ng t o l ose $150 m il l i on of
potent i a l co n s t r u c t i o n t hi s yea r . Anot he r t hi ng we need t o
p oint ou t i n t h i s b r oc h u r e i s , ou r ne e d s h ave c o n t i n ued t o g r o w .
There's p e opl e s a y i n g t h e y s u p p or t t h i s , t hey su p p or t t ha t , t ake
t he m o ney ou t o f t he Hi gh way . . . i n t h i s cas e , C a s h Pund . I ' ve
been approached by Senator Johnson. I know that Senator
Wehrbein, Senator Schrock, myself, Senator Stuhr, we all have
gravel s ta t e hi g h ways yet i n our d i s t r i c t • . Gr avel s t at e
highways . T hat means no pavement on them. The bridges on my
section of Highway 18 in Purnas and some of G osper County,
Senator Schrock's district, are scheduled to be bid this summer,
and I t h i nk con s t r u c t i o n b e g i n A u gus t 1 , I bel i ev e, on f i ve or
six bridges in there. I'm not sure of the number. But if we
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