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SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Well, I 'd rat her n ot go t h ere, Senator
S chrock, b e cause . . .

SENATOR SCHROCK: We ll, you' ve.. .we' ve got to make choices here.
I mean , w h i c h o ne i s mo r e i mp o r t an t ?

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: The one answer to that is, th e gas tax is
p aid f o r t h a t p u r p o s e . An d so i t ' s . . . i n t h a t se n se , i t ' s mo s t l y
s el f - f u n d i ng . We d o n ' t ha v e t h a t l uxu r y , i f you ~ i l l , i n h i ghe r
e ducat i o n . I t ' s a n a t t em p t t o b a l a n ce t ha t . An d I gu e ss t h a t ' s
perfectly...it's a subjective subject. It 's difficult to be
objec t i v e . But I t h i nk m os t o f us f ee l t hat good r oads ar e
i mportant , i f not hi n g el s e , t o g et t o col l eg e . (L aug h )

SENATOR SCHROCK: Well , you add a little levity to it there.
And we need a l i t t l e l ev i t y . But I don ' t see t he j us t i f i ca t i on
here. And I d on' t...I would never vote to take a lot of money
from the Department of Roads. And I would never vote to d o it
permanent. But these are extraordinary times. And I just kind
o f wonder, where's the equity here? You know, I could make t h e
same argument for Game and Parks. It is our...they do take care
of our nu mber-one t ourist a t traction. T he Game and Parks
facilities are our number-one tourist attractions A nd if we
don't maintain t hem and take good care of them, tourists won' t
come to Nebraska. They don't come very often anyway. But when
they do come, they won't come back if we don't take care of
them. And so, you know, I can make an argument there. You can
make an argument there's probably nothing more important than
our environment. A nd yet we cut to the Dep artment of
Environmental Quality. And what's more important than our water
resources? Yet we m a ke cuts there. So I'm listening. But I
don' t s e e t h e j u st i f i cat i on o f not hav i n g Dep a r t men t of Roads
h elp o u t a l i t t l e b i t i n t h i s p r ob l e m. An d y ou k n o w, m a y b e t h ey
can mow the roadside ditch one time less.

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR SCHROCK: Who knows what the answer is. But in my book,
h igher edu c a t i o n i s j ust as i m p o r t a n t a s t he H ig h way T r us t F u n d
and Department of Roads. And so, I made my pitch earlier and

6828


