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be the only one that we can't touch? Why? So I urge you.

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR THOMPS O N : . ..to consider this amendment as a way to
p ul l t h i s t i g h t e r . I d o n ' t t h i n k i t hu r t s a n y o n e i n t h e l o ng
r un, i n t er ms of r oad bu i l di n g . You can sch e dul e t o i t . I t
doesn' t i m p ac t t h e c i t i es o r t he co u n t i e s , a n d i t doesn ' t make
t he var i ab l e gas t ax go up . I t ' s a way t o hel p f i l l t he gap ,
and it's a cut. And I' ve been hearing how we need to cut, cut,
cut. Wel l , here's an opportunity to do that. And I would
appreci a t e y ou r s u p por t of t hi s am endment . And I t h i nk i f we
pass it, we' re going to have some options there. Thank you.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Th a nk y ou , Se n a t o r Th o m p s on . Yo u ' v e h ea r d
the opening on AN1849, offered by Senator Thompson to LB 408.
Open for discussion on that amendment. Senator Schrock.

SENATOR SCHROCK: Nr. President, members of the Legislature, I'd
l i ke t o t a l k t o Se n a t o r Wehrbe in , i f he hasn ' t go n e t o O k l a homa.
I don't know what the chances are.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Senator Wehrbein. Is he...?

SENATOR SCHROCK: S enator Wehr...well, let me make a few points
f i r s t . I guess S e n a to r T h ompson i s g o i n g t o t a l k about t h i s
sacred cow again. I'm on the Natural Resources Committee. And
w e deal w i t h t hr e e s t a t e a g e n c i es : Game and Par ks , D e par t ment o f
Environmental Quality, and Department of Natural Resources. And
a l l t h o se s t a t e ag e n c i e s ha v e t a ke n a 12 p e r c e n t r e d u c t i o n i n
t hei r s t a t e a i d . Game a nd Pa r k s , h ey , c u t t h em, i t d oe sn ' t
matter. T hey can deal with it, right? They' re only our
number-one tourist attraction in the state. Now, when you go to
the recreation areas this summer and you go to our state parks,
a nd yo u f i nd ou t t h a t som e o f t he m a r en ' t a s we l l ma i n t a i n ed a s
they were in the pas t, yo u' ll understand why. And t hen if
people quit going to them and buying park stickers, they won' t
have a n y money . De p a r t ment o f E n v ir o nmenta l Q u a l i t y , t hey j us t
regulate our feedlots, they regulate our power companies when it
comes to air emissions. Department of Natural Resources, water
quality, water q u antity issues, big issues there. But Senator
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