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SENATOR SCHROCK: Nr . President, members of the Legislature, let
me make one thing perfectly clear. This does not take money out
of the Highway Trust Pund. Does everybody understand that?
This does not take money out of the Highway Trust Pund. It
restores $6.5 million to the university. Now you can be proud
of the $13 million cut you made this morning, but when yo i start
losing your extension agents and when you start losing funding
to your research farms and the Institute of Agriculture and
Natural Re s ources t ak e s a b i g h i t i n t hi s , t he Un i ve r si t y of
Nebraska a t K e a r ney i s i m p o r t a n t t o m y r eg i o n o f t he s t at e , t h i s
is going t o fall back on you. Y ou' re going to hear. And when
you see the tuition increases that the university i s going to
take a nd t hen yo u ' re go i n g t o hav e t o exp l a i n t o peo p l e , we l l ,
we didn't mean for that to happen. Higher education has always
been i m p o r t an t t o me . I t ' s been i m p o r t a n t t o m y f a m i l y . Ny
father made sure his three sons went to college, and these cuts
are going to hurt. You' ve got a chance to come halfway, restore
$6.5 mi l l i o n . And I di dn ' t s t r i ke a dea l . Now par t of t he
problem here is because the Appropriations Committee came out
with a good plan. We had a $760 million shortfall. T hey
n arrowed t h at t o $ 3 50 mi l l i o n , b u t t ha t ' s n o t e n ou g h f o r s om e o f
you. Senator Pedersen's amendment I didn't vote for, on t he
prisons, but so be it. So...and so we' ve got to...we' ve got to
c ut more t o g e t t he n e c e s sary 3 0 o r 33 vo t e s , w h a t e ve r i t ma k e s ,
whatever it does, but these hurt. These cuts are going to hurt,
I don't care if they' re to higher education, they' re to K-12
education or what they' re to. And as far as the Highway Trust
Fund is concerned, you know, I' ve gone through a special session
and two regular sessions where they haven't been touched. Can
somebody tell me why? So this amendment does not take any money
out of the H ig hway Tr ust Pund. You ' ve got a chance here, I
think this is doomed to failure, but you' ve got a chance here to
restore half the cut we made this morning and I th ink it' s
appropriate and I think we'd all sleep a little better tonight
i f we d i d t ha t . So be i t , bu t I ' m g i v i ng you a chanc e . I
didn't vote for the cuts this morning and I didn't make any
deals. And I know how bad cuts hurt and if yo u don 't bel ieve
it, come back and talk to me. I would appreciate your
consideration. I understand the situation is not very...we' re
in a bad situation here. We' ve got a lot of freshmen senators
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