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SENATOR BEUTLER: S e nator Cudaback, members of the Legislature,
when Senator Schrock developed this idea, he asked if I would be
interested in it and I said my reaction was, yes, I would like
t o su p p or t r ed u c i n g t h e c u t t o t he un i ve rs i t y . And I was l at e r
t hen reminded t ha t w e d i d have t h i s ag r ee ment we ma d e t hi s
morning that I had been involved in and worked with people on,
a nd t h e r e w a s so m e d i scu s s i o n a s t o wha t t h e d i me n s i o ns o f t h e
agreement w e r e. Wer e we al l agr ee i n g t h a t t h i s w o u l d b e t he
f ina l p i e c e o n . . . the b a s i c f i n a l p i e ce o n LB 4 07 a nd no b od y
would make more cuts and nobody would push for more increases?
And I t h i n k we a l l d e c i d ed i t wa s a l i t t l e b i t f u zzy Bu t t o
t he ex t e n t t hat I can hon o r a n a g r e ement and d o a way w i t h t he
f uzzy , I wan t t o d o t h a t , a n d s o I wa n t t o st i ck wi t h t h e
agreement t hat we had t h i s m o r n i n g , a n d I ne e d t o a p o l o g i z e t o
S enator Schrock fo r ind icating t hat I cou l d sup port th is .
Because , g i v e n t h a t s i t u a t i on , I d o n ' t f e e l t h a t I c an su p p o r t
it. I'm assuming that means, though, that th i s mat ter mo ves
forward without further cuts too, and that basically LB 407 is a
settled matter, at least so far as those people who are involved
i n t ha t ag r e em en t t h i s mo r n i n g . Hav i ng s a i d t h a t , l e t me s ay
basically why I thought Senator Schrock's idea was a very good
one and not...and not jeopardizing the Highway Trust Fund. The
A ppropr i a t i o n s Conanit te e an d t h e Governor l i s t en e d t o t he Roa d s
Department and their request to construct a $6 million...at
least $6 million would come out of their funds to construct an
operations shed, maintenance shed/operations center. That was
disapproved by the Governor and it wa s d isapproved by the
Approp r i a t i on s Co mmi t t ee , a n d t ha t $6 mi l l i on t h e n wa s
t ransfe r r e d o ve r t o t he cons t r uc t i on f und and was obv i ou s l y
money that the Roads Department was not counting upon for
construction of roads, because they had planned it for the
construction of this operations center, which isn't going to
happen. And so t hat money i s c l ear l y avai l ab l e and not
designated for a purpose, and for those who feel like they would
like to support a strong university, it seemed like a logical
trade-off to take that $6 million and mitigate the cu t to the
university, and I think that's what Senator Schrock was thinking
of and I think it's a good idea, but I just can't participate in
i t . Th an k y o u .
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