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Chamber r i gh t n o w, bu t I ' m a l i t t l e b i t l i ke Se n a t o r W e h r b e in .
I'm not going to take my fu ll fiv e minutes here, but it' s
obviously painful to all of us to have to cut the u niversity
system. Ny whole family has graduated the university system,
all, my wife, myself, all three kids. B ut we have basically
worked an agr eement out whereby the trust fund is contributing
considerable money already. W e took $14.4 million ou t of it
last year. There's an agreement to take $22.1 million out of it
this year. And you have to remember that the trust fund, you
take money out of that, it's not just the Department of Roads .
I t ' s f o r t y - s i x a n d t wo - t h i r d s p e r ce n t o f t h a t mo n e y g o e s t o t he
count i e s a nd m u n ic i p a l i t i e s t o o , s o i t ' s n o t l i k e we ' re t ak i ng
i t a l l f r om t h e De p a r t m e n t o f Ro ad s . So I ' m g o i ng t o op p o se
Senator Schrock's amendment. I ...it does pain me t o have to
k eep con t i nu e cu t t i ng u n i v e r s i t y . I h av e f o n d m e mo r i e s o f t h e
u nive r s i t y . I ' ve wo r k ed wi t h a l o t o f p eo p l e up t h e r e . I h a v e
close f r i e n d s a t t he uni ve r s i t y , b ut w e ' ve wo r k ed th i s p r oc e d u re
o ut w i t h t h e Hi gh w a y T r u s t Fu n d m o ne y a m ongs t a l o t o f d i f f e r e n t
members that receive some benefits from it and so on, and I'm
not about to let it slide by now. S o I will urge people to
oppose Senator S c hrock's amendment with the understanding that
he's earmarked Highway Trust Fund money t o fund thi s , a nd I
simply cannot st and a nd I s i mply have to oppose that. Thank
QOU.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Baker. Senator Raikes, on
A N1912 .

SENATOR RAIKES: Thank you, Nr. President and members. I'm from
D istrict 25 so it's a part of my DNA s t ructure to res ist any
transfers from t he H ig hway Trust Fund. I do appreciate very
much Senator Schrock's intent here. For the moment, we h a ve a
proposal in place, I know I hesitate to call it a deal, because
I don't think it is, but there is a fiscal p roposal i n p lace .
I'm going to sti ck with that. W e have the revenue issues to
c ome and we need, of course, to focus our attention on that. I f
there is any surprise, I guess, on the r evenue si de, I wou ld
certainly be in t erested in u sing th at m oney to fund public
education one way or the other, higher education or K-12. But
a t t h i s t i me , I ' m no t g o i n g t o d o t h a t , a l t h ou g h I c e r t a i n l y
wouldn't urge anyone else not to . But that ' s my posi tion.
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