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a nd still I don't feel comfortable at this point. I fe el lik e
we' ve worked kind of hard to draft...craft some k i n d o f
agreement, not knowing whether we' re going to work by taking the
cuts that many people wanted. And the th ings that you' re
speaking o f I wou l d hope wou l d con t i n u e t o nar r o w t h a t ga p
rather than utilizing the fund. So I, in all sincerity, I have
t o r i se t o op p o s e t h i s a t t h i s p o i n t . An d y o u k n ow h o w muc h I
want to support the university. I guess, I guess I'm going to
listen to the discussion here and if there's some in this room
that want to support that and...I'm interested to see what their
intentions are, because certainly I want to go back and add more
money back for education, particularly higher ed. B ut we ' ve
worked ha rd at t r y i ng t o c r af t so m e c o nsensus as t o w ha t t h i s
gap may be and a n y t h i n g t h a t w e c a n d o t o l ess e n i t I ' m al l f or
a t t h i s s t a g e . Cou l d I a s k y o u a qu e st i o n , Se n a t o r Sch r o ck ?

SENATOR CUDABACK: Senator Schrock, would you yield?

SENATOR WEHRBEIN : So i t ' s c l e a r , i t ' s my u n de r s t an d i n g t h a t
this is 100 percent y our ide a . There ' s . . . t h e r e wa s n o
suggest ion or sup p o r t m a de f r o m t h e l ob b y o n t h i s i ssue .

SENATOR SCHROCK: That is correct, Senator Wehrbein.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Okay. I think they' re neutral on this. So I
guess it's kind of up to the body and the conversation and the
issue . . . t h e c omments t h a t t h e re s t of you ar e go i ng t o make .
Not saying we have an understanding necessarily that everybody
is in and...or some are in and so me are ou t. I don ' t
n ecessar i l y say t hat . But f or t hos e o f you t h a t w a n t t o nar r o w
t he g ap , w e ' v e t r i e d t o a c co m p l i sh t h a t a n d , t o me , t ha t wa s a
big s t ep t hat we t ook , and once we ' v e t ak e n t h a t , I ' m not
i nc l i ne d t o g o b a c k i f i t b r ea k s f ai t h wi t h w h a t s o me o f y o u , at
least, understand we' re going to...going to be doing. So I'm
interested in your conversation and your comments. G oodness
knows, I w an t t o do t h i s , bu t at t hi s po i nt I am n ot goi ng t o .
Trying to build on n arrowing that gap, and if there's other
money shows up i n ot he r f or ms , w h i c h . . .m o st o f whi c h I ' m go i ng
t o o p p o se . I want t o l eave t he C ash Reserve f a i r l y h i gh . I
d on' t w a n t t o ge t i n t o t h e En v i r o n m e n t a l Tr u s t Fun d , so m e t h i n g s
l i ke t h a t . I t hi nk w e o u gh t t o t r y t o nar r o w t h e gap and not

6802


