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have t he l a n gu a ge a c t u a l l y t o f o l l ow t h a t . An d t h i s r e l a t e s
then to appropriations of the Nebraska Health Care Cash Fund.
First, the amendment adds references to the Nebraska Health Care
Cash Fund as a source of ca sh funds in the bill w here
approp r i a t e . Se c o nd l y , t h e a me n d ment m a ke s c l e a r t h e f u nd i ng
a ppropr i a t e d t o t he f ed e r a l l y qua l i f i ed he a l t h ce n t e r s i n Om a h a
area must be equally distributed, which is the intent of the
Appropriations Committee when the funds were a dded to LB 40 7.
The a mendment a l so adds l an g u age f r o m e x i s t i n g l aw t o c l ar i f y
that a l l mi n o ri t y hea l t h f un d i n g fr om t h e H e a l t h Ca re C ash Fund
to the FQHCs in the Omaha area must be used for the "arne purpose
t ha t i s u s ed f o r t h e r e st o f t h e s t a t e . Tho se a r e f o r mi n o r i t y
heal t h i n i t i a t i ve , wh i c h m a y t a r g e t b u t n o t b e l i mi t ed t o i n f a n t
mortality, ca rdiovascular d isease, ob e sity, d iabe tes, and
a sthma . I ' m o f f e r i n g t h e ame nd m en t t o mak e t h e t e ch n i ca l
corrections, but I want to reiterate my pledge that I ma de
e arl i e r t o l ook at t he bi g pi c t u r e of f undi n g , o f t he f und i n g
system b e f o r e n ex t se s s i o n wi t h i n pu t f r o m Se n a t o r Smi t h ,
Senator Chambers, Senator Thompson and other interested parties.
I believe the present form is unfair because it doesn't provide
fund in g t h r ou g h ou t ou r sy s t e m i n a n e qu i t a b l e man n e r . Bu t t h e
a l l o c a t i o n o f f u n d i n g sp e c i f i c t o HQF HCs ( s i c ) a l s o c r e a t e s a
precedence that co mplicates th e imp lementation of m inority
health initiatives o r iginally e stablished i n LB 692. The
underlying question remains, what do we do with other FQHCs as
t hey c om e a l o ng a nd a r e c u r r e n t l y e s t a b l i sh e d a nd t h o se t ha t
w ill be established in th e future? I w ou ld just ask for
adoption of the amendment. Thank you, Mr. President.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Th a n k y o u , Se n a t o r J e n s e n . Yo u ' v e h ea r d t h e
o penin g o n AM1 8 5 4, o f f e r e d b y Se n a t o r Je n se n . Op e n f o r
discussion on that ame ndment. Sena t or Jensen, there are no
l i g h t s on . He wa i v e s t he op p o r t u n i t y t o c l o se . Th e qu e st i o n
b efor e t h e b o d y i s a do p t i o n o f AM1 8 54 , o f f e r ed b y Se n a t o r J e n se n
t o LB 4 07 . A l l i n f av o r o f t h e mo t i o n v o t e ay e , op p o s e d n a y .
The que s t i on b e f o r e t h e b od y i s AM18 54 , of f e r e d b y Se n a t o r
Jensen to LB 407. Have you all voted who care to? H a ve you all
voted who care to? Rec ord please, Mr. Clerk.

CLERK: 2 8 a y e s , 0 n ay s , Mr . Pr e s i de n t , o n t h e ad o p t i o n o f
Senator Jensen's amendment.
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