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is just perfect right now, with the situation we've been going
through these last couple of years, as far as examining our
overall tax structure and both revenue and spending and
our...and government as a whole. We're talking about downsizing
government . We're talking about our spending issues. We're
talking about our tax structure, and how antiquated we are in
the state of Nebraska as far as our taxing policy, because we
are about 30 years behind as far as where our revenue is coming
from. Our economy has changed. It's changing, and it's
changing every day, and it's going to continue to change. It's
not going to be like it was 30 years ago. So I do believe this
is very timely. And I do believe that 1if you get all these
different parties together and look at all of the exemptions and
the credits and other preferences...because we've talked about

that so many times in the past. And when we talk about, I
want .. .you know, I want this exempted because...and the
criticism, there's too many exemptions over here. Well, 1I'd

like to see them all laid out on the table of who's getting
exemptions on this side of the table, who's getting exemptions
on that side of the table, and put them all out there so that we
can see where all these exemptions are going. And it's not all
going to industry. 1It's not all going to ag. But there are
many, many exemptions in all areas. So let's look at all of
them and see which ones we think are fair and which are not
fair, and how we can come up with a fairer tax system, and
again, overall government, like we were talking today about
downsizing government, and I mentioned that before here, and
let's look at it all. But I think in the next six months, it's
going to be a very busy six months to get this job done. I do
agree with Senator Landis. He says as far as our committee
hearings and so forth. I think many, many times that you get
more done just by having different parties together all in the
same room, and where you can bounce back and forth instead of
just having testimony and then other testimony and other
testimony, and you don't have the rebuttal. But I do believe
the time is now. I'm glad he brought this up. And whoever is
asked to serve on this, I hope they'll do it willingly. I know
I certainly will. Thank you very much.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Engel. Senator Burling.
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