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What I will say is health care did it. You Kknow, we joked
around. When we got diagnosis related groups we called DRGs
death regulated by government. I mean we all resisted. We dug
our heels in. We said this will never work. However, it did
work. And what did we do? We developed home health programs.
We developed continuing care programming. Discharge planners
came about. You saw that developed in community hospital
systems. We now have multiple levels of care. When people are
discharged we have congregate living for our elderly, we have
assisted living which is a little more medical care given in the
congregate setting, and we have nursing home care, we have
intermediate care. All these things have been developed as a
result of our efforts to get more care out of the acute setting
and into the community. That's what we're trying to do with the
prison system. We're trying to 1look at the acuity of our
patients and say, hey, maybe they're not sick enough to be in
the intensive care unit. Maybe we don't have to put them in
this kind of environment to get them rehabilitated. Let's pay
for cheaper care. 1It's like staying at the Hilton when perhaps
we could afford to stay at a hostel or Motel 6 and get the same
level of care. 1It's like paying for an intensive care unit bed
for a patient, who perhaps just needs monitoring and assistance
with their medications and could get by in a home care setting.
That's what we're looking at, and I'm looking at the budget from
the broader perspective of not just prisons but perhaps other in
the coming years. Other state agencies we're going to have to
look at in a same or similar fashion.

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.
SENATOR COMBS: I'm new. I've not been here and I'm not ready

to dig my heels in and say this is the way we've done it for
Years, we can't change. We are going to change because we have

to change. The world is changing around us, like the letter
that Senator Quandahl quoted from yesterday that we got from the
gentleman that we're doing more with less. I think that's

possible. And I think it is possible that this can take place,
just like when we get a certain amount of money to accomplish
what we need to do with the patients that we have to take care
of . Senator Dwite Pedersen, had it come from anybody else, 1
would say...I would question it, but I know Senator Pedersen
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