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SENATOR CUDABACK: Th a nk y ou , Sen a t o r Br o r ran. Yo u ' v e h ea r d t h e
opening on AN1896, by Sen ator Br omm to LB 407 . Open fo r
discussion o n th at ame ndment. Senat o r Com bs, followed by
Senator Chambers, Senator Don Pederson, Senator Jensen, Senator
L andis . Sen a t o r Co m b s .

SENATOR COMBS: Thank you, Senator Cudaback and members of the
Legis l a t u r e . I had m y l i gh t on t o spe a k e a r l i e r t o . . .befor e we
h ad t h e d i sc u ss i o n cu t o f f f o r t h e v o t e , b u t wh a t I do wa n t t o
say i s I t hi nk t h i s i dea o f a s t ud y i s a wo n d e r f u l i dea . I ' m
comparing what we' re going through now to what health care went
through back in the sixties and seventies. Many o f you w ho
worked in health care remember where we used to get paid under a
fee for se rvice s y stem. In ot her words, we billed. We were
paid for what we did. No matter what we did, we turned i n the
b i l l a nd we we r e p a i d f o r i t . The g ov e r nm en t d e c i d e d t h a t t h a t
was not an efficient use o f money , tha t we were n ot be ing
wasteful, we were not looking at our outcomes very well, and as
Senator Dwite Pedersen pointed out earlier the outcomes o f the
sex offender p rogram, as one example given, have not justified
the expense taken in that program. What happened? The early
eighties, late se venties, w e bec ame under diagnosis related
groups. The government came in and said, we have so much m oney
to spend o n medical programs; we are going to give you so much
money per diagnosis; we' re leaving it up to you as t o how you
use that mo ney, but you will have so much funding to take care
of the business that you have to accomplish. That 's where w e
have ar r i ve d i n t he Legi s l at ur e t h i s year . No ma t t e r i f i t ' s
the prison, whatever state program it is, get ready. Buckle up
because we' re going to have to do it, not only to the prisons,
b ut to other state agencies too. Not the favorite t h ing tha t
people are going to want to hear, but it's going to be how we' re
going to have to operate. We have a fixed amount of funding.
We' re going to have to start looking at outcomes and leave it up
to the people to decide within their own programs how are they
g oin g t o me e t ou t c om e s a n d b e c ome e f f i c i en t . I do n ' t b e l i e v e
t hat ' s s o meth in g t h a t w e c a n d o . I was t ol d wh e n I had some
ideas to assist one of our recipients of state funding with
spending it better, I was told that we cannot 'micromanage,' so
I was n o t allowed to make that amendment to come to the floor.
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